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For over 250 years American technology has been regarded as a unique hallmark
of American culture and an important factor in American prosperity. Despite this
American history has rarely been told from the perspective of the history of
technology. A Social History of American Technology fills this gap by surveying
the history of American technology from the tools used by the earliest native
inhabitants to the technological systems -- cars and computers, aircraft and
antibiotics -- we are familiar with today. Cowan makes use of the most recent
scholarship to explain how the unique characteristics of American cultures and
American geography have affected the technologies that have been invented,
manufactured, and used throughout the years. She also focuses on the key
individuals and ideas that have shaped important technological developments.
The text explains how various technologies have affected the ways in which
Americans work, govern, cook, transport, communicate, maintain their health,
and reproduce. Cowan demonstrates that technological change has always been
closely related to social development, and explores the multiple, complex
relationships that have existed between such diverse social agents as households
and businesses, the scientific community and the defense establishment, artists
and inventors. Divided into three sections -- colonial America, industrialization,
the 20th century -- A Social History of American Technology is ideal for courses
in American social and economic history, as a correlated text for the American
history survey, as well as for courses that focus on the history of American
technology. It offers students the unique opportunity to learn not only how
profoundly technological change has affected the American way of life, but how
profoundly the American way of life has affected technology.
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For over 250 years American technology has been regarded as a unique hallmark of American culture and an
important factor in American prosperity. Despite this American history has rarely been told from the
perspective of the history of technology. A Social History of American Technology fills this gap by surveying
the history of American technology from the tools used by the earliest native inhabitants to the technological
systems -- cars and computers, aircraft and antibiotics -- we are familiar with today. Cowan makes use of the
most recent scholarship to explain how the unique characteristics of American cultures and American
geography have affected the technologies that have been invented, manufactured, and used throughout the
years. She also focuses on the key individuals and ideas that have shaped important technological
developments. The text explains how various technologies have affected the ways in which Americans work,
govern, cook, transport, communicate, maintain their health, and reproduce. Cowan demonstrates that
technological change has always been closely related to social development, and explores the multiple,
complex relationships that have existed between such diverse social agents as households and businesses, the
scientific community and the defense establishment, artists and inventors. Divided into three sections --
colonial America, industrialization, the 20th century -- A Social History of American Technology is ideal for
courses in American social and economic history, as a correlated text for the American history survey, as
well as for courses that focus on the history of American technology. It offers students the unique
opportunity to learn not only how profoundly technological change has affected the American way of life,
but how profoundly the American way of life has affected technology.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A careful, effective overview of American technology. The narrative is fluent and certainly appropriate for
upper-division undergraduates."--Dan O'Bryan, Sierra Nevada College

"A much-needed survey of industry and technology and their impact on American history."--Barbara M.
Kelly, Hofstra University

"A very accessible, interesting, and informative survey that again and again provokes new ways of thinking
about the American experience. I use this in a course on industrialization, but would also use it as a
companion text in any American History survey. Engaging."--Dale H. Porter, Western
Michigan University

"By far the best book of its kind in the field."--John S. Nader, State University of New York at Delhi

About the Author
Ruth Schwartz Cowan is Professor of History and Sociology of Science, University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

The book A Social History of American Technology make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book A Social History of
American Technology to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and
read a guide A Social History of American Technology. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Judith Mandel:

Here thing why this A Social History of American Technology are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. A Social History of American Technology giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with A Social History of American
Technology. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of A Social History of American Technology in e-book can be your substitute.



Wilma Tovar:

The particular book A Social History of American Technology will bring that you the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this
book very appropriate to you. The book A Social History of American Technology is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Mary Perez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Social History of American
Technology reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question A Social History of
American Technology as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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