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Coral reefs have been long regarded with awe by the millions of people who have
encountered them over the centuries. Early seafarers were wary of them,
naturalists were confused by them, yet many coastal people benefited greatly
from these mysterious rocky structures that grew up to the surface of the sea.
They have been rich in their supply of food, and they provided a breakwater from
storms and high waves to countless coastal communities that developed from
their protection. Their scale is enormous and their value high. Found in countless
locations around the world, from the Indo-Pacific coral reef province to the
Caribbean and Australia, they support both marine and human life.

In this Very Short Introduction, Charles Sheppard provides an account of what
coral reefs are, how they are formed, how they have evolved, and the biological
lessons we can learn from them. Today, the vibrancy and diversity of these
fascinating ecosystems are under threat from over exploitation and could face
future extinction, unless our conservation efforts are stepped up in order to save
them.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titlesin ailmost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Coral reefs have been long regarded with awe by the millions of people who have encountered them over the
centuries. Early seafarers were wary of them, naturalists were confused by them, yet many coastal people
benefited greatly from these mysterious rocky structures that grew up to the surface of the sea. They have
been rich in their supply of food, and they provided a breakwater from storms and high waves to countless
coastal communities that devel oped from their protection. Their scale is enormous and their value high.
Found in countless locations around the world, from the Indo-Pacific coral reef province to the Caribbean
and Australia, they support both marine and human life.

In this Very Short Introduction, Charles Sheppard provides an account of what coral reefs are, how they are
formed, how they have evolved, and the biological |essons we can learn from them. Today, the vibrancy and
diversity of these fascinating ecosystems are under threat from over exploitation and could face future
extinction, unless our conservation efforts are stepped up in order to save them.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titlesin almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
anew subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Charles Sheppard isaprofessor of Life Sciences at the University of Warwick whose research focuses
mainly on community ecology, particularly on ecosystem responses to climate change. He works for a
number of UN, Governmental, and aid agencies to advise on topical marine and costal developmental issues.
He isthe author or editor of 10 books, including The Biology of Coral Reefs (OUP, 2009).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kelly Neidig:

The book Cora Reefs: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) make one feel enjoy for your
gpare time. Y ou should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Coral Reefs: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like
available and read a guide Coral Reefs: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book
arealot of. It meansthat, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
guide?

William Sebastian:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? I
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, itisright.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Coral Reefs. A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) to read.

Mary Stock:

Often the book Coral Reefs: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has alot of information
on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after perusing this book.



Ralph Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Coral Reefs: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Coral Reefs. A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) become your current starter.
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