
Islamic Society and State Power in Senegal:
Disciples and Citizens in Fatick (African
Studies)

By Leonardo A. Villalón

Islamic Society and State Power in Senegal: Disciples and Citizens in Fatick
(African Studies) By Leonardo A. Villalón

The Sufi Muslim orders are the most significant institutions in Senegalese
society. While Islamic political groups are often accused of destabilizing African
states, Leonardo Villalón argues that these brotherhoods have played a crucial
part in making Senegal one of the most stable and democratic of African
countries. Focusing on a regional administrative center, he combines a detailed
account of grassroots politics with an analysis of national and international
political forces. This is a major study that should be read by every student of
Islam and African politics.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...deserves a wide readership among Africanists, political scientists, and students of Islam." Choice

"...Leonardo Villalón makes an excellent contribution to what has become, in recent years, the dominant
issue in African political studies--the relationship between state and society....an important and well-
researched book. Islamic Society and State Power in Senegal is a must for all scholars interested in Senegal
and African politics." Comparative Politics

"...[an] exemplary study....[a] beautifully researched study, rich in oral as well as documentary material."
African Affairs

"The theoretically dense discussion of this issue, and the rich analysis of Islam in Senegal makes this book a
significant example of the sort of case study useful for introducing students to Islam." Religious Studies
Review

"...[an] intricate and intriguing study....This monograph deserves a wide readership among Africanists,
political scientists, and students of Islam." Social & Behavioral Sciences

"...an important contribution to the study of the relationship of religion to politics in Senegal and more
generally in the Third World." Robert Launay, American Journal of Sociology

"Through skillful use of sources and his own adroit analysis, Villalon develops his thesis convincingly....The
work is useful for political scientists....Recommended for graduate students and specialists." Stephen
Haarmon, Mesa Bulletin

"The author persuasively argues that Sufi brotherhoods, especially the Murid sect, have comprised the
critical element in the Senegalese state's stability, exceptional in West Africa....Villalón's major work, should
appeal to all Africanists interested in the social sciences." African Studies Review

"...both case study and broad statement on African politics...provides some excellent synthesis and insight
into the situations of the major Senegalese brotherhoods...Villalon has given us a richly textured, well-
recounted description and analysis...Islamic Society will stand for some time to come as a model of research,
as case study and broadly relevant statement, and as a thorough exploration of state-society relations. It
would constitute a useful study for classes in African politics." International Journal of Middle East Studies

"This book is an excellent addition to the corpus of work on Sengalese Islam in particular, as well as to our
knowledge of state-society relations in Africa." Roy Dilley, Journal of Religion in Africa

From the Back Cover
The Sufi Muslim orders to which the vast majority of Senegalese belong are the most significant institutions
of social organization in the country. While studies of Islam and politics have tended to focus on the
destabilizing force of religiously based groups, Leonardo Villalon argues that in Senegal the orders have
been a central component of a political system that has been among the most stable in Africa. Focusing on a
regional administrative center, he combines a detailed account of grassroots politics with an analysis of



national and international forces to examine the ways in which the internal dynamics of the orders shape the
exercise of power by the Senegalese state. This is a major study that should be read by every student of Islam
and politics as well as of Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Ward:

Exactly why? Because this Islamic Society and State Power in Senegal: Disciples and Citizens in Fatick
(African Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write
the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Patricia Steele:

This Islamic Society and State Power in Senegal: Disciples and Citizens in Fatick (African Studies) is great
reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great
coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Islamic Society and State Power in
Senegal: Disciples and Citizens in Fatick (African Studies) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute
right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
that?

Keith Kuhlman:

The book untitled Islamic Society and State Power in Senegal: Disciples and Citizens in Fatick (African
Studies) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice go through.

Susan Bondurant:

You can find this Islamic Society and State Power in Senegal: Disciples and Citizens in Fatick (African



Studies) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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