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One hundred original profiles of the most influential African-Americans of the
twentieth century.

Without Louis Armstrong or Miles Davis, we would not have jazz. Without Toni
Morrison or Ralph Ellison, we would miss some of our greatest novels. Without
Dr. King or Thurgood Marshall, we would be deprived of political breakthroughs
that affirm and strengthen our democracy. Here, two of the leading African-
American scholars of our day, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Cornel West, show us
why the twentieth century was the African-American century, as they offer their
personal picks of the African-American figures who did the most to shape our
world.

This colorful collection of personalities includes much-loved figures such as
scientist George Washington Carver, contemporary favorites such as comedian
Richard Pryor and novelist Alice Walker, and even less-well-known people such
as aviator Bessie Coleman. Gates and West also recogni ze the achievements of
controversial figures such as Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan and rap
artist Tupac Shakur. Lively, accessible, and illustrated throughout, The African-
American Century is a celebration of black achievement and atribute to the black
struggle for freedom in Americathat will inspire readers for years to come.
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One hundred original profiles of the most influential African-Americans of the twentieth century.

Without Louis Armstrong or Miles Davis, we would not have jazz. Without Toni Morrison or Ralph Ellison,
we would miss some of our greatest novels. Without Dr. King or Thurgood Marshall, we would be deprived
of political breakthroughs that affirm and strengthen our democracy. Here, two of the leading African-
American scholars of our day, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Cornel West, show us why the twentieth century
was the African-American century, asthey offer their personal picks of the African-American figures who
did the most to shape our world.

This colorful collection of personalities includes much-loved figures such as scientist George Washington
Carver, contemporary favorites such as comedian Richard Pryor and novelist Alice Walker, and even less-
well-known people such as aviator Bessie Coleman. Gates and West aso recognize the achievements of
controversial figures such as Nation of 1slam leader Louis Farrakhan and rap artist Tupac Shakur. Lively,
accessible, and illustrated throughout, The African-American Century is a celebration of black achievement
and atribute to the black struggle for freedom in Americathat will inspire readers for yearsto come.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

The African American century was the one "in which African American life was transformed--and the
century in which African Americans changed America." When it began, only 35 years after the end of
davery, few could envision what the 20th century would hold for black Americans. The 100 men and women
described in this compendium, written by two of the most prominent black scholars and social commentators
in America, represent important momentsin the struggle to deepen America's demacratic roots against the
overwhelming forces of racism and bigotry. By choosing 100 (10 per decade), Gates and West ensured that
they would have to omit important black figures. Nevertheless, the profiles achieve their purpose: to
demonstrate and cel ebrate the multifaceted and profound achievements of African Americansin fields as
diverse as science, palitics, the military, literature, entertainment, and academia.

From W.E.B. Du Bais, probably the greatest African American intellectual of the 20th century, to Tiger
Woods, golf'sfirst black superstar, the well-written, fact-filled profiles present those who have lived
extraordinary lives and shown tremendous courage. The roster includes the well-known, such as Louis
Armstrong, Jackie Robinson, Rosa Parks, and Oprah Winfrey, as well as the more obscure but no less
important. These include Carter G. Woodson, who pioneered the historical study of black America; Charles
Richard Drew, who founded two of the world's largest blood banks and in so doing prevented millions of
deaths; and Barbara Harris, the first woman bishop. Gates and West also embrace controversial figures such
as Louis Farrakhan, Tupac Shakur, and Angela Davis, emphasizing their positive imprints while
acknowledging their complexity. With this valuable addition to black history collections, the authors (both
controversia in their own rights) continue their quest to fill the aching gaps in public awareness about
African Americans and remind us that self-confidence, dignity, and excellence are the essential virtuesin the
great historical drama of American democracy. --Lesley Reed

From Publishers Weekly

"At the dawn of the 21st century... we cannot imagine atruly American culture that has not, in profound
ways, been shaped by the contributions of African Americans," write scholars and popular social
commentators West and Gates in the introduction to this elegant, fact-filled compendium of nearly 100 short
biographies of distinguished thinkers, artists, politicians, entrepreneurs and athletes (one quarter of them
women). While many of the figures highlighted here are obvious choicesAsuch as W.E.B. Du Bais, IdaB.
Wells Barnett, Jackie Robinson, Jessye Norman and Spike L eeAthere are numerous others who are more
obscure, including Bessie Colman, the first black woman aviator; Dorothy Height, who organized black
women through the YWCA; and sculptor Martin Puryear. Maintaining an upbeat tone, the authors, Harvard
professors both, attempt to address the complexity of their subjects' lives (e.g., Tupac Shakur's indictment on
charges of sexual abuse), although they occasionaly play down such thorny issues as Louis Farrakhan's anti-
Semitic statements or Josephine Baker's support of Mussolini'sinvasion of Ethiopia. The concept behind this
book is not new (Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's Profilesin Black Courage, among others, has covered similar
territory), but the authors' strong reputations and clear prose make this not only an ideal gift book for
younger readers but a good educational resource. 100 b&w photos. (Nov.)

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Choosing a set number of significant figures to characterize a century is difficult enough, doing it in the
context of also representing black Americans and the attendant controversy of race in America compounds


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

the task. But Gates and West bring their own able scholarly backgrounds and political sensibilitiesto the
task. Readers might argue about the inclusion or omission of particular profiles, but the result is a captivating
look at the last century and the fact that " American life is inconceivable without its black presence." The 100
figures chosen for this book are "part of a grand tradition that deepened democratic roots in an insufficiently
democratic America." The list, which includes Father Divine and Oprah Winfrey, represents individuals who
have shown courage and commitment in confronting the racial politics of the U.S. Athletes and entertainers
are included, although Gates and West acknowledge drawing a line between racist stereotypes that
overemphasi ze these fields and the admitted contributions of black peoplein those arenas. The authors
submit that the figures chosen for their contributions to American culture "embody the core of democratic
faith." The book is organized by decade and begins with a profile of W. E. B. DuBois, who prophetically
declared at the start of the 1900s that "the problem with the twentieth century is the problem of the color-
line." The collection ends with Tiger Woods, who ironically claims biracial status, projecting the issue of the
complexity of the definition of race into the current century. Gates and West wisely include a comment by
Earl Woods, Tiger's father, that despite his son's remarks, "his race can't be ignored." That points out another
criteriafor inclusion, looking at the past century with an eye toward the racial challenges that are carried into
the current century. Thisis an important addition to black-history collections. Vanessa Bush

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Corinna Edwards:

Here thing why this kind of The African-American Century : How Black Americans Have Shaped Our
Country are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of it which isthe content is as delightful asfood or not. The African-American
Century : How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The African-American Century :
How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Itis
easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of The African-American Century : How Black
Americans Have Shaped Our Country in e-book can be your choice.

Tiffany Lyons:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The African-American Century :
How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country iskind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.



Anne Braden:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extratime or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely The African-American Century : How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country.

Eva Lynch:

Isit you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The African-American Century
: How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand new erais common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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