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The history of Ptolemaic Egypt has usually been doubly isolated--separated both
from the history of other Hellenistic states and from the history of ancient Egypt.
The Last Pharaohs, the first detailed history of Ptolemaic Egypt as a state,
departs radically from previous studies by putting the Ptolemaic state firmly in
the context of both Hellenistic and Egyptian history. More broadly still, J. G.
Manning examines the Ptolemaic dynasty in the context of the study of
authoritarian and premodern states, shifting the focus of study away from modern
European nation-states and toward ancient Asian ones. By analyzing Ptolemaic
reforms of Egyptian economic and legal structures, The Last Pharaohs gauges
the impact of Ptolemaic rule on Egypt and the relationships that the Ptolemaic
kings formed with Egyptian society. Manning argues that the Ptolemies sought to
rule through--rather than over--Egyptian society. He tells how the Ptolemies,
adopting a pharaonic model of governance, shaped Egyptian society and in turn
were shaped by it. Neither fully Greek nor wholly Egyptian, the Ptolemaic state
within its core Egyptian territory was a hybrid that departed from but did not
break with Egyptian history. Integrating the latest research on archaeology,
papyrology, theories of the state, and legal history, as well as Hellenistic and
Egyptian history, The Last Pharaohs draws a dramatically new picture of Egypt's
last ancient state.
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The history of Ptolemaic Egypt has usually been doubly isolated--separated both from the history of other
Hellenistic states and from the history of ancient Egypt. The Last Pharaohs, the first detailed history of
Ptolemaic Egypt as a state, departs radically from previous studies by putting the Ptolemaic state firmly in
the context of both Hellenistic and Egyptian history. More broadly still, J. G. Manning examines the
Ptolemaic dynasty in the context of the study of authoritarian and premodern states, shifting the focus of
study away from modern European nation-states and toward ancient Asian ones. By analyzing Ptolemaic
reforms of Egyptian economic and legal structures, The Last Pharaohs gauges the impact of Ptolemaic rule
on Egypt and the relationships that the Ptolemaic kings formed with Egyptian society. Manning argues that
the Ptolemies sought to rule through--rather than over--Egyptian society. He tells how the Ptolemies,
adopting a pharaonic model of governance, shaped Egyptian society and in turn were shaped by it. Neither
fully Greek nor wholly Egyptian, the Ptolemaic state within its core Egyptian territory was a hybrid that
departed from but did not break with Egyptian history. Integrating the latest research on archaeology,
papyrology, theories of the state, and legal history, as well as Hellenistic and Egyptian history, The Last
Pharaohs draws a dramatically new picture of Egypt's last ancient state.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Manning's book is one of the most thought-provoking studies on the Hellenistic world to have appeared for
quite some time, and it will be essential reading for anyone concerned with this remarkable period."--John
Ray, Times Literary Supplement

"Manning has produced a deep and meaningful study of the social and political relationships inherent in the
Ptolemaic economy."--Timothy Howe, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"Following his study of land tenure and use in Hellenistic Egypt, Manning presents a well-supported analysis
of the formation of the Ptolemaic state in the fourth and third centuries BCE."--Choice

"Integrating the latest research on archaeology, papyrology, theories of the state, and legal history, as well as
Hellenistic and Egyptian history, The Last Pharaohs draws a dramatic picture of Egypt's last ancient
state."--Heritage Key

"This book, using latest archaeological technique combined with analysis of Ptolemaic documents, sets into a
clear yet far ranging perspective the reality of Egypt in a 300 year span from the ancient to the Roman
world."--Stephen Cox Trust

"The Last Pharaohs has a place alongside [the works of] Gunther Holbl and Werner Huss."--Paul
McKechnie, Ancient West and East

From the Back Cover

"This fascinating book has broad views that should appeal to many people who are neither specialists on
ancient Egypt nor the ancient Greek world. J. G. Manning has a perfect knowledge of his subject."--Alain
Bresson, University of Chicago

"Most scholars who study Ptolemaic Egypt are specialists in either Greek or Egyptian demotic papyrology,
work below the level of large-scale narrative, and write technical studies that are not always accessible to
historians. And the evidence from Ptolemaic Egypt is often considered parochial since Egypt is thought of as
unique in the ancient world. J. G. Manning's book answers all these problems. Leaving the niche of technical
papyrology and showing convincingly why Ptolemaic Egypt is important for the study of state formation and
the ancient economy, he approaches the period as a real historian and puts his subject in the context of
current international scholarly debate. The Last Pharaohs will impress ancient historians in general, and
should make the Ptolemaic state an important case study in the literature on authoritarian states and state
formation."--Katelijn Vandorpe, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven

About the Author
J. G. Manning is professor of classics and history at Yale University, and a senior research scholar at Yale
Law School. He is the author of Land and Power in Ptolemaic Egypt and the coeditor of The Ancient
Economy: Evidence and Models.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yolanda Osuna:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Last
Pharaohs: Egypt Under the Ptolemies, 305-30 BC suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous
writer in this era. The book untitled The Last Pharaohs: Egypt Under the Ptolemies, 305-30 BCis the main of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Roger Johnson:

Often the book The Last Pharaohs: Egypt Under the Ptolemies, 305-30 BC has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Amelia Page:

Precisely why? Because this The Last Pharaohs: Egypt Under the Ptolemies, 305-30 BC is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Carolyn Cook:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Last Pharaohs: Egypt Under the Ptolemies, 305-30 BC can make you
feel more interested to read.
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