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The author recounts the story of how the atomic bomb was devel oped, from the
discovery at the turn of century of the vast energy locked inside the atom, to the
dropping of the first bombs on Japan during the Second World War.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

If the first 270 pages of this book had been published separately, they would have made up alively,
insightful, beautifully written history of theoretical physics and the men and women who plumbed the
mysteries of the atom. Along with the following 600 pages, they become a sweeping epic, filled with terror
and pity, of the ultimate scientific quest: the devel opment of the ultimate weapon. Rhodes is a peerless
explainer of difficult concepts; heis even better at chronicling the personalities who made the discoveries
that led to the Bomb. Niels Bohr dominates the first half of the book as J. Robert Oppenheimer does the
second; both men were gifted philosophers of science aswell as brilliant physicists. The central irony of this
book, which won a National Book Critics Circle Award, is that the greatest minds of the century contributed
to the greatest destructive force in history.

From Publishers Weekly

The breadth and scope of this gripping narrative is almost as impressive as the story itself. Rhodes ( Looking
for America describes the theoretical origins of the bomb, the lab experiments, the building of the prototype,
the test at Alamagordo, the training of the B-29 crews assigned to deliver the first two combat bombs and the
missions themselves. There's much more. Rhodes, gifted with sharp psychological insight and a novelist's
ability to convey character, reveals the personalities and emotional dynamics among Niels Bohr, Leo Szilard,
Enrico Fermi, Edward Teller, Ernest Lawrence, Robert Oppenheimer, General Leslie Groves, Colonel Paul
Tibbets and others responsible for conceiving, engineering, testing and ultimately dropping the apocalyptic
devices on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In addition he describes the struggle in Nazi Germany and Imperial
Japan to make the first bomb, as well as the political and military eventsthat led inexorably to the
destruction of the Japanese cities. Thisis the most comprehensive and authoritative book on the subject to
date. lllustrations. BOMC alternate.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Thisis amassive work dealing with the history of the people and the science that preceded and then made
possible the development of the atomic bomb. Heavily biographical, the book provides portraits of the many
players from Szilard and Einstein to Oppenheimer. Rhodes includes detailed explanations of the various
scientific discoveries beginning in the late 19th century which culminated in the Manhattan Project. The
book is heavily documented and includes a 13-page bibliography. This is a definitive work, well written,
with agripping story. It is not an easy book to read, but it iswell worth the effort. BOMC alternate. Hilary D.
Burton, Lawrence Livermore National Lab., Livermore, Cal.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeremy Smith:

The e-book untitled The Making of the Atomic Bomb is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did alot
of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely



accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of The Making of the Atomic Bomb from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy freetime.

Yvonne Casey:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Making of the Atomic Bomb your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior
to. The The Making of the Atomic Bomb giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
thisisyour body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Michael Herndon:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people lovesto learn a book. When you
study a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Making of the Atomic Bomb provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Charles Barton:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people fedl that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Making of the Atomic Bomb or
perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes The Making of the Atomic Bomb to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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