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From an aviation legend comesthe only personal account of the
development of the M .52 and the mystery behind its cancelation

In December 1943, atop-secret contract (E.24/43) was awarded to Miles
Aircraft. The contract was to build the world's first supersonic jet capable of
1,000 mph. The only reliable source of data on supersonic objects came from the
Armament Research Department and their wind tunnel tests on ammunition.
From this, Miles developed an exceptionally thin-winged, bullet-shaped aircraft.
The research was inexplicably passed to the Americans in 1944 and by December
1945, one prototype was virtually complete. The second, destined for an attempt
at the sound barrier was 80% complete. In February 1946, Captain Eric Brown
was confirmed as the test pilot and October 1946 was set for the supersonic trials.
However, on February 12, 1946, Miles were ordered to stop production. No
plausible explanation was given for the cancelation when Britain was within six
months of breaking the sound barrier. Eric Brown and others directly involved
including Dennis Bancroft, the Chief Aerodynamicist on the M.52, have now
come together to try and finally solve the mystery behind the cancelation.
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In December 1943, atop-secret contract (E.24/43) was awarded to Miles Aircraft. The contract was to build
the world's first supersonic jet capable of 1,000 mph. The only reliable source of data on supersonic objects
came from the Armament Research Department and their wind tunnel tests on ammunition. From this, Miles
developed an exceptionally thin-winged, bullet-shaped aircraft. The research was inexplicably passed to the
Americansin 1944 and by December 1945, one prototype was virtually complete. The second, destined for
an attempt at the sound barrier was 80% complete. In February 1946, Captain Eric Brown was confirmed as
the test pilot and October 1946 was set for the supersonic trials. However, on February 12, 1946, Miles were
ordered to stop production. No plausible explanation was given for the cancel ation when Britain was within
six months of breaking the sound barrier. Eric Brown and others directly involved including Dennis
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Captain Eric Brown, CBE, DSC, AFC, QCUSA, RN, isaformer Roya Navy officer and test pilot who is
listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as holding the record for flying the greatest number of
different aircraft. His other books include Wings on My Seeve, Wings of the Luftwaffe, and Wings of the
Weird & Wonderful. Dennis Bancroft C.Eng M RAEeS, was the Miles chief aerodynamicist. They are among
the last surviving members of the M.52 devel opment team.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Betty Adkins:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Miles M.52: Gateway to Supersonic Flight.

Donna Wood:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled The Miles M.52; Gateway to Supersonic Flight can be
good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

David Par as:;

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all thistime you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. The Miles M .52: Gateway to Supersonic Flight can be
your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.



Betty Callahan:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Miles M.52: Gateway to Supersonic
Flight can give you alot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Miles M.52: Gateway to
Supersonic Fight.
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