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The varied forms of Leonard Bernstein's musical creativity have been recognized
and enjoyed by millions. These lectures, Mr. Bernstein's most recent venture in
musical explication, will make fascinating reading as well. Virgil Thomson says
of the lectures: "Nobody anywhere presents this material so warmly, so sincerely,
so skillfully. As musical mind-openers they are first class; as pedagogy they are
matchless".

Mr. Bernstein considers music ranging from Hindu ragas through Mozart and
Ravel, to Copland, suggesting a worldwide, innate musical grammar. Folk music,
pop songs, symphonies, modal, tonal, atonal, well-tempered and ill-tempered
works all find a place in these discussions. Each, Mr. Bernstein suggests, has
roots in a universal language central to all artistic creation. Using certain
linguistic analogies, he explores the ways in which this language developed and
can be understood as an aesthetic surface. Drawing on his insights as a master
composer and conductor, Mr. Bernstein also explores what music means below
the surface: the symbols and metaphors which exist in every musical piece, of
whatever sort. And, finally, Mr. Bernstein analyzes twentieth century crises in
the music of Schoenberg and Stravinsky, finding even here a transformation of
all that has gone before, as part of the poetry of expression, through its roots in
the earth of human experience.

These talks, written and delivered when Leonard Bernstein was Charles Eliot
Norton Professor of Poetry at Harvard University, are the newest of the author's
literary achievements. In addition to a distinguished career as conductor, pianist,
and composer, Mr. Bernstein is the recipient of many television Emmys for the
scripts of his Young People's Concerts, Omnibus programs, and others, and is the
author of The Infinite Variety of Music and The Joy of Music, for which he
received the Christopher Award.
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The varied forms of Leonard Bernstein's musical creativity have been recognized and enjoyed by millions.
These lectures, Mr. Bernstein's most recent venture in musical explication, will make fascinating reading as
well. Virgil Thomson says of the lectures: "Nobody anywhere presents this material so warmly, so sincerely,
so skillfully. As musical mind-openers they are first class; as pedagogy they are matchless".

Mr. Bernstein considers music ranging from Hindu ragas through Mozart and Ravel, to Copland, suggesting
a worldwide, innate musical grammar. Folk music, pop songs, symphonies, modal, tonal, atonal, well-
tempered and ill-tempered works all find a place in these discussions. Each, Mr. Bernstein suggests, has
roots in a universal language central to all artistic creation. Using certain linguistic analogies, he explores the
ways in which this language developed and can be understood as an aesthetic surface. Drawing on his
insights as a master composer and conductor, Mr. Bernstein also explores what music means below the
surface: the symbols and metaphors which exist in every musical piece, of whatever sort. And, finally, Mr.
Bernstein analyzes twentieth century crises in the music of Schoenberg and Stravinsky, finding even here a
transformation of all that has gone before, as part of the poetry of expression, through its roots in the earth of
human experience.

These talks, written and delivered when Leonard Bernstein was Charles Eliot Norton Professor of Poetry at
Harvard University, are the newest of the author's literary achievements. In addition to a distinguished career
as conductor, pianist, and composer, Mr. Bernstein is the recipient of many television Emmys for the scripts
of his Young People's Concerts, Omnibus programs, and others, and is the author of The Infinite Variety of
Music and The Joy of Music, for which he received the Christopher Award.
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Editorial Review

Review
Bernstein on the page turns out to be as vital and evocative as Bernstein in the lecture hall. (The New York
Times Book Review)

At all levels this is an oustanding contribution to thinking and talking about music. (Composer)

The Bernstein lectures were...performances of great wit, charm, and virtuosity...They should be read,
considered, argued with and profited from. (The Music Review)

Explores the nature of the musical experience with incisive brilliance. It is a book that should be read and
treasured by anyone--professional, amateur and layman--with an interest in music. (Newsday)

From the Back Cover
Leonard Bernstein's Norton Lectures on the future course of music drew cheers from his Harvard audiences
and television viewers. In this re-creation of his talks, the author considers music ranging from Hindu ragas
through Mozart and Ravel to Copland, Schoenberg, and Stravinsky.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The
Unanswered Question: Six Talks at Harvard (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Amy Davis:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Unanswered Question: Six Talks at Harvard (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Unanswered Question: Six Talks
at Harvard (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) giving you a different experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?



Melinda Anderson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Unanswered Question: Six Talks at Harvard
(The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Unanswered
Question: Six Talks at Harvard (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures).

Marcela Beach:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled
update of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the The Unanswered Question: Six Talks at Harvard (The Charles Eliot Norton
Lectures) when you necessary it?
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