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Combining documents with an interpretive essay, this book is the first to offer a
much-needed guide to the emergence of the women's rights movement within the
anti-slavery activism of the 1830s. A 60-page introductory essay traces the cause
of women's rights from Angelina and Sarah Grimké's campaign against slavery
through the development of a full-fledged women's rights movement in the 1840s
and 1850s and the emergence of race as adivisive issue that finally split that
movement in 1869. A rich collection of over 50 documentsincludes diary entries,
letters, and speeches from the Grimkés, Maria Stewart, Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Theodore Weld, Frances Harper, Sojourner Truth, and others,
giving students immediate access to the world of abolitionists and women's right
advocates and their passionate struggles for emancipation. Headnotes to the
documents, 14 illustrations, a bibliography, questions to consider, a chronology,
and an index are also included.
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Editorial Review

From Kirkus Reviews

A lively anthology tracing the emergence of the women'’ s-rights movement in the US during the turbul ent
antebellum period. Sklar (History/SUNY Binghamton) provides alengthy introductory essay tracing with
vigor and clarity the manner in which, beginning in the 1830s, white and black women in the North began to
become active in the abolitionist cause, inspired in many cases by the religious revivals sweeping the nation.
While women in the movement at first focused their efforts upon emancipation, the intense criticism that
greeted their activities gradually pushed some of them toward an advocacy of women'’ s rights aswell. They
discovered that they first had to defend their right to speak at all in a society in which women were expected
to restrict their activities to a purely domestic sphere. At the forefront in articulating women’ s right to speak
and act on moral and political issues were Angelina and Sarah Grimke, the courageous daughters of a
Southern dlaveowner. During their influential speaking tour in 1837, the eloquent Grimkes asserted that they
pleaded “not the cause of the slave only” but also “the cause of woman as a responsible moral being.” Their
lectures served both to stimulate support for the abolitionist cause and to encourage other women to begin
speaking about rights and responsibilities. It also aroused discomfort among some male abolitionists,
concerned that arguments over women'’ s rights would diffuse moral outrage over slavery. There was, Sarah
Grimke argued in aletter to a male colleague, no going back. “To close the doors now . . . would be a
violation of our fundamental principle that man and woman are created equal and have the same duties and
the same responsibilities as moral beings.” The 54 pieces collected here trace the gradual devel opment of
ideas about women'’ s rights, beginning with Angelina and Sarah, the growing tension that resulted, and the
articulation of a separate women'’ s-rights movement in the early 1840s. The concluding section traces the
gradual separation of the women’s movement from abolitionism in the 1850s. An essential work for anyone
interested in the early days of abolitionism and the women’s movement in North America. (15 illustrations,
not seen) -- Copyright © 2000 Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review

"This book offers an excellent sense of the myriad issues related to race and gender that were central to the
spread of abolitionism and the emergence of women's rightsin ante bellum America. Highly accessible and
eloguently presented, this volume incorporates both interpretive text and critical documents and thus
provides a superb teaching tool for undergraduate classes.”

About the Author

KATHRYN KISH SKLAR is Distinguished Professor of History at the State University of New Y ork,
Binghamton. Her writings focus on the history of women's participation in social movements, women's
voluntary organizations, and American public culture. Her books include Catharine Beecher: A Sudy in
American Domesticity (1973) and Florence Kelley and the Nation's Work: The Rise of Women's Political
Culture, 1830-1900 (1995), both of which received the Berkshire Prize. She has received Ford, Rockefeller,
Guggenheim, and Mellon Foundation Fellowships, as well as fellowships from the National Endowment for
the Humanities and the Center for Advanced Study in the Social and Behavioral Sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Harold Sparkman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
WEell, probably you should have this Women's Rights Emerges within the Anti-Slavery Movement, 1830-
1870: A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford Seriesin History and Culture).

Arthur Sanchez:

The publication with title Women's Rights Emerges within the Anti-Slavery Movement, 1830-1870: A Brief
History with Documents (The Bedford Seriesin History and Culture) posesses alot of information that you
can understand it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important
to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of
the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Harry Keller:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book Women's Rights Emerges within the Anti-Slavery
Movement, 1830-1870: A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford Seriesin History and Culture) it is
very good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou
can mOore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book
has high quality.

Annie Fowler:

As apupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Women's Rights Emerges within the Anti-Slavery Movement, 1830-1870: A Brief History
with Documents (The Bedford Seriesin History and Culture) can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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