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In this illuminating tour of humanity, Joy Hendry and Simon Underdown reveal
the origins of our species, and the fabric of human society, through the discipline
of anthropology. Via fascinating case studies and discoveries, they unravel our
understanding of human behaviours and beliefs, including how witchcraft has
been used to justify misfortune, and debunk old-fashioned ideas about “race”
based upon the latest genetic research. They even share what our bathroom tells
us about our concept of the body – and ourselves.

From our evolutionary ancestors, through our rites of passage, to our responses to
globalization, Hendry and Underdown provide the essential first step to
understanding the world as an anthropologist would – in all its diversity and
commonality.
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In this illuminating tour of humanity, Joy Hendry and Simon Underdown reveal the origins of our species,
and the fabric of human society, through the discipline of anthropology. Via fascinating case studies and
discoveries, they unravel our understanding of human behaviours and beliefs, including how witchcraft has
been used to justify misfortune, and debunk old-fashioned ideas about “race” based upon the latest genetic
research. They even share what our bathroom tells us about our concept of the body – and ourselves.

From our evolutionary ancestors, through our rites of passage, to our responses to globalization, Hendry and
Underdown provide the essential first step to understanding the world as an anthropologist would – in all its
diversity and commonality.
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Editorial Review

Review
“An excellent place to start discovering the range and depth of anthropological enquiry.”
--Robert A. Foley – Director of the Leverhulme Centre for Human Evolutionary Studies, University of
Cambridge

--“A superb guide, one of the very few to combine biological and social approaches.”
David Shankland – Director of the Royal Anthropological Institute

--“A wonderfully accessible introduction, with a clear focus on the needs of students first coming to the
field.”
Dr Faye Healey-Clough – Anthropology lecturer, Gloucestershire College, UK

About the Author
Joy Hendry is Professor Emerita of Social Anthropology at Oxford Brookes University in the UK and is
author of the university-level textbook Sharing Our Worlds, now in its second edition.

Simon Underdown is Senior Lecturer in Biological Anthropology at Oxford Brookes University, where his
research explores human evolution and disease.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stanley Roman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Anthropology: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's
Guides) to read.

Lilian Anderson:

Exactly why? Because this Anthropology: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.



Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Melvin Schroeder:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Anthropology: A Beginner's
Guide (Beginner's Guides) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Anthropology: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides)
become your own personal starter.

Michele Williams:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Anthropology: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's
Guides) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through
it. Beside that the publication Anthropology: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides) can to be your friend
when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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