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Nigeriawas a unique concept in the formation of modern Africa. It began life as
ahighly lucrativeif climatically challenging holding of the Royal Niger
Company, a British Chartered Company under the control of Victorian capitalist
Sir George Taubman Goldie. It was handed over to indigenous rule in 1960 with
the best of intentions and a profound hope on the part of the British Crown that it
would become the poster child of successful political transition in Africa

It did not. One of the signature failures of imperial strategists at the turn of the
19th century was to take little if any account of the traditional demographics of
the territories and societies that were subdivided, and often joined together, into
spheres of foreign influence, later evolving into colonies, and finally into nation
states. Many of the signature crisesin postcolonia Africa have owed their origins
to this very phenomenon: incompatible and mutually antagonistic tribal and
ethnic groupings forced to cohabit within the indivisible precincts of political
geography. Congo, Rwanda/Burundi, Sudan and many others have suffered
ongoing attrition within their borders as historic enmities surge and boil in
restless and ongoing violence.

Such was the case with Nigeriain the post-independence period. The traditions
and practices of the Islamic north and the Christian/Animist south, and even
within the multiplicity of ethnic division in the south itself, proved to be
impossible to reconcile. The result was an immediate centrifuge away from the
center, complicated by the vast infusion of oil revenues and the inevitable
explosion of corruption that followed. All of this created the alchemy of civil war
and genocide, which erupted into violence in 1967 as the eastern region of
Nigeria attempted to secede. The war that followed shocked the conscience of the
world, and revealed for the first time the true depth of incompatibility of the four
partnersin the Nigerian federation.

This book traces the early history of Nigeriafrom inception to civil war, and the
complex events that defined the conflict in Biafra, revealing how and why this
awful event played out, and the scars that it has since left on the psyche of the
disunited federation that has continued to exist in the aftermath.
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Nigeriawas a unique concept in the formation of modern Africa. It began life as ahighly lucrative if
climatically challenging holding of the Royal Niger Company, a British Chartered Company under the
control of Victorian capitalist Sir George Taubman Goldie. It was handed over to indigenous rule in 1960
with the best of intentions and a profound hope on the part of the British Crown that it would become the
poster child of successful political transition in Africa

It did not. One of the signature failures of imperia strategists at the turn of the 19th century was to take little
if any account of the traditional demographics of the territories and societies that were subdivided, and often
joined together, into spheres of foreign influence, later evolving into colonies, and finally into nation states.
Many of the signature crisesin postcolonial Africa have owed their originsto this very phenomenon:
incompatible and mutually antagonistic tribal and ethnic groupings forced to cohabit within the indivisible
precincts of political geography. Congo, Rwanda/Burundi, Sudan and many others have suffered ongoing
attrition within their borders as historic enmities surge and boil in restless and ongoing violence.

Such was the case with Nigeriain the post-independence period. The traditions and practices of the Islamic
north and the Christian/Animist south, and even within the multiplicity of ethnic division in the south itself,
proved to be impossible to reconcile. The result was an immediate centrifuge away from the center,
complicated by the vast infusion of oil revenues and the inevitable explosion of corruption that followed. All
of this created the alchemy of civil war and genocide, which erupted into violence in 1967 as the eastern
region of Nigeria attempted to secede. The war that followed shocked the conscience of the world, and
revealed for the first time the true depth of incompatibility of the four partners in the Nigerian federation.

This book traces the early history of Nigeriafrom inception to civil war, and the complex events that defined
the conflict in Biafra, revealing how and why this awful event played out, and the scarsthat it has since | eft
on the psyche of the disunited federation that has continued to exist in the aftermath.
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Editorial Review

Review

" Among mid-20th-century, post-colonial crises, the Nigerian Civil War, author Peter Baxter correctly
contends, "was the second high-profile, post-independence conflict in Africa’. Now it dominates the 16th
installment in Helion's splendid "Africa@War" series. Biafra. Subtitled "The Nigerian Civil War 1967-
1970", the compact, 72-page study competently chronicles the conflict. Contents commence with a practical
précis of Nigerian colonial history —in which ethnicity, religion and oil naturally play key, continuing roles.
Resist temptation to skip these background summaries: they explain much. With independence, Nigeria's
federal structure did, indeed, prove tenuous. In the wake of the July 1966 counter-coup to that year's January
uprising, wholesale daughter of Igbos accelerated succession. And Lt Col Chukwuemeka Odumegwu-
Ojukwu, Eastern region military governor, declared the sovereign Republic of Biafra 30 May 1967. The
Nigerian Civil War had begun. Baxter traces the total tale, beginning with the immediate run-up to war —
dramatis personae and the Aburi Conference. Early Nigerian military actions, Biafra's audacious Operation
Torch and the inevitable, aimost plodding Federal strangulation follow. No coverage would be complete
without Nigeria's use of starvation as aweapon. And Baxter dutifully distills clandestine international relief —
and gun-running — efforts to Biafra. Photos, maps, acronym glossary and annotations augment text. And a
handy conclusion and endnotes compl ete coverage. For a pithy précis on the Nigerian Civil War, grab this
convenient chronicle. Recommended!" (Cybermodeler)

About the Author

Peter Baxter is an author, amateur historian and African field, mountain and heritage travel guide. Bornin
Kenya, Peter has lived and travelled over much of southern and central Africa. He was educated in Rhodesia
(Zimbabwe), leaving the country after independence for an extended bout of travel before returning in 1989.
Since then he has guided in all the major mountain ranges south of the equator, helping devel op the concept
of sustainable travel, and the touring of battlefield and heritage sitesin East Africa. Peter livesin the United
States, working on the marketing of African heritage travel aswell as avariety of book projects. Hisinterests
include British Imperial history in Africaand the East Africa campaign of the First World War in particular.
He is married with three children.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Johnny Allen:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual ? If you don't have spare
timeto try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just their can do
this. It said that about book. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guarderia until university need this particular Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970 (Africa @ War
Series) to read.



Richard Davy:

Now aday people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970
(Africa @ War Series) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there isno doubt in it you probably know this.

Mohammad Darling:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto learn abook. When you read a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970 (Africa @ War Series) will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Jason Wahl:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War
1967-1970 (Africa @ War Series) which isfinding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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