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In this 1982 book, the theory of games, first developed to analyse economic
behaviour, is modified so that it can be applied to evolving populations. John
Maynard Smith's concept of an evolutionarily stable strategy is relevant
whenever the best thing for an animal or plant to do depends on what others are
doing. The theory leads to testable predictions about the evolution of behaviour,
of sex and genetic systems, and of growth and life history patterns. This book
contains afull account of the theory, and of the data relevant to it. The account is
aimed at senior undergraduate and graduate students, teachers and research
workersin animal behaviour, population genetics and evolutionary biology. The
book will also be of interest to mathematicians and game theorists; the
mathematics has been largely confined to appendixes so that the main text may
be easily followed by biologists.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Of those two near-contradictory things publishers say about a book, that it is'semina’ and that it is 'long-
awaited', Evolution and the Theory of Games somehow manages to make me think of both at once....Thisis
a book that must be read by every serious ethol ogist/sociobiologist....It is unmistakably abrilliant book by
one of the most important contributors to ethology in its history, still at the height of his powers. The only
reason we don't call him an ethologist isthat he is so much el se besides....the gems of wisdom and biological
insight are still there on every page, and ethologists can spend many happy field sessions testing the ideas
here." Richard Dawkins, Animal Behaviour

About the Author

John Maynard Smith is an eminent evolutionary biologist and author of many books on evolution, both for
scientists and the general public. He is professor emeritus at the University of Sussex, UK, Fellow of the
Royal Society, winner of the Darwin Medal, and laureate of the Crafoord Prize of the

Swedish Academy of Sciences. David Harper is Senior Lecturer in Evolution, School of Biological Sciences,
University of Sussex, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Anthony:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Evolution and the Theory of Games can be excellent book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Peter Cox:

This Evolution and the Theory of Games is great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who aways deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
withinit. Soif you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offersyou
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Evolution and the Theory of Games in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, datain it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this
publication aready do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
which?



Toby Terry:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This book Evolution and the Theory of Games was filled concerning
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Betty Freeman:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people fed that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Evolution and the Theory of Games
or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Evolution and the Theory of Games to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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