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A startling and at times unsettlingly prescient collection of J. G. Ballard’s
greatest interviews.

J.G. Ballard was a literary giant. Best known for his controversial bestseller
‘Crash’ and the memoir ‘Empire of the Sun’, he was a writer of unique talent –
always surprising, frequently prescient.

Such acuity was not exclusive to his novels and, as this book reminds us,
Ballard’s restive intelligence sharpened itself in dialogue. He entertained many
with insights into the world as he saw it, and speculated, often correctly, about its
future. Some of these observations earned Ballard an oracular reputation, and
continue to yield an uncannily accurate commentary today.

‘Extreme Metaphors’ collects the finest interviews of his career. Conversations
with Will Self, Jon Savage, Iain Sinclair and John Gray, and collaborators like
David Cronenberg, are a reminder of his wit and humanity, testament to Ballard’s
profound worldliness as much as his otherworldly imagination. This collection is
an indispensable tribute to one of recent history’s most original thinkers.
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A startling and at times unsettlingly prescient collection of J. G. Ballard’s greatest interviews.

J.G. Ballard was a literary giant. Best known for his controversial bestseller ‘Crash’ and the memoir ‘Empire
of the Sun’, he was a writer of unique talent – always surprising, frequently prescient.

Such acuity was not exclusive to his novels and, as this book reminds us, Ballard’s restive intelligence
sharpened itself in dialogue. He entertained many with insights into the world as he saw it, and speculated,
often correctly, about its future. Some of these observations earned Ballard an oracular reputation, and
continue to yield an uncannily accurate commentary today.

‘Extreme Metaphors’ collects the finest interviews of his career. Conversations with Will Self, Jon Savage,
Iain Sinclair and John Gray, and collaborators like David Cronenberg, are a reminder of his wit and
humanity, testament to Ballard’s profound worldliness as much as his otherworldly imagination. This
collection is an indispensable tribute to one of recent history’s most original thinkers.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘An illuminating and at times revelatory collection of more than 40 interviews given over 41 years’ John
Grey, New Statesman

‘Several pieces are previously unpublished, or translated for the first time, and devotees will find plenty to
enjoy’ Andrew McKie, Spectator

‘Impeccably edited, the book serves a s a valuable coda to one of the strangest and most haunted
imaginations in English literature’ Ian Thomson, Books of the Year, Observer

About the Author

J.G. Ballard was born in 1930 in Shanghai, where his father was a businessman. After internment in a
civilian prison camp, he and his family returned to England in 1946. He published his first novel, The
Drowned World, in 1961. His 1984 bestseller Empire of the Sun won the Guardian Fiction Prize and the
James Tait Black Memorial Prize, and was shortlisted for the Booker Prize. It was later filmed by Steven
Spielberg. His memoir Miracles of Life was published in 2008. J.G. Ballard died in 2009.

Simon Sellars lives in Melbourne, Australia. He is the editor of the magazine Architectural Review Asia
Pacific and the publisher of ballardian.com. His writing on architecture, urbanism, film, travel and Ballard
has been published widely.

Dan O'Hara is a philosopher of technology and literary historian. He currently lives in Berlin, and is
International Professorial Research Fellow at the Centre for Fine Art Research, Birmingham City University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do?
Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their can do
which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this specific Extreme Metaphors to read.

Richard Swisher:

The reason why? Because this Extreme Metaphors is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close



to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier
to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Stephen Hawkins:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Extreme Metaphors
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Candace Hernandez:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Extreme Metaphors to make your own
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It
is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Extreme
Metaphors can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of this time.
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