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A distinguished scholar, author, and statesman, al-Mu'ayyad fi'l-Din al-Shirazi
(1000-1078 CE) lived during one of the most turbulent periods in Islamic history.
The 11th century was characterized, among other things, by an acute struggle for
supremacy between the Sunni and Shi'a branches of Islam, represented politically
by the 'Abbasid and Fatimid caliphates. Al-Mu'ayyad was originally a Fatimid
missionary; but his outstanding intellectual and literary skills eventually gained
him important positions in the Fatimid administration. Eventually, he attained the
highest ranks in the religious hierarchy, and won widespead acclaim for his
scholarship and sagacity. The Diwan, the work translated here, is notable for its
exceptional poetic quality and covers a wide range of facinating political and
religious issues, from al-Mu'ayyad's intellectual disputations to devotions in
praise of the Prophet Muhammad and his family. This first complete English
translation seeks to recapture some of the poetic power and flavor of one of the
undoubted masterpieces of medieval Arabic literature.
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A distinguished scholar, author, and statesman, al-Mu'ayyad fi'l-Din al-Shirazi (1000-1078 CE) lived during
one of the most turbulent periods in Islamic history. The 11th century was characterized, among other things,
by an acute struggle for supremacy between the Sunni and Shi'a branches of Islam, represented politically by
the 'Abbasid and Fatimid caliphates. Al-Mu'ayyad was originally a Fatimid missionary; but his outstanding
intellectual and literary skills eventually gained him important positions in the Fatimid administration.
Eventually, he attained the highest ranks in the religious hierarchy, and won widespead acclaim for his
scholarship and sagacity. The Diwan, the work translated here, is notable for its exceptional poetic quality
and covers a wide range of facinating political and religious issues, from al-Mu'ayyad's intellectual
disputations to devotions in praise of the Prophet Muhammad and his family. This first complete English
translation seeks to recapture some of the poetic power and flavor of one of the undoubted masterpieces of
medieval Arabic literature.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mohamad Adra is an independent scholar of Ismaili literature based in Salmiyya, Syria. A graduate of
Damascus University, he is currently preparing an English translation of the first volume of al-Mu'ayyad's
al-Majalis al-Mu'ayaddiya (The Counsels of al-Mu'ayyad).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Preuss:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Mount of Knowledge, Sword of Eloquence: Collected Poems of an Ismaili
Muslim Scholar in Fatimid Egypt (Ismaili Texts and Translations).

Blair Chappell:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Mount of Knowledge, Sword of Eloquence: Collected Poems
of an Ismaili Muslim Scholar in Fatimid Egypt (Ismaili Texts and Translations). You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Mount of
Knowledge, Sword of Eloquence: Collected Poems of an Ismaili Muslim Scholar in Fatimid Egypt (Ismaili
Texts and Translations). You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Della Francis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Mount of Knowledge, Sword of Eloquence:
Collected Poems of an Ismaili Muslim Scholar in Fatimid Egypt (Ismaili Texts and Translations) guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Mount of Knowledge, Sword of Eloquence: Collected
Poems of an Ismaili Muslim Scholar in Fatimid Egypt (Ismaili Texts and Translations) as good book but not



only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal
with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Debra Davin:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Mount of
Knowledge, Sword of Eloquence: Collected Poems of an Ismaili Muslim Scholar in Fatimid Egypt (Ismaili
Texts and Translations) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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