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Back to the future: Visionary architecture in postwar Japan
 
“Once there was a nation that went to war, but after they conquered a continent
their own country was destroyed by atom bombs... then the victors imposed
democracy on the vanquished. For a group of apprentice architects, artists, and
designers, led by a visionary, the dire situation of their country was not an
obstacle but an inspiration to plan and think… although they were very different
characters, the architects worked closely together to realize their dreams,
staunchly supported by a super-creative bureaucracy and an activist state... after
15 years of incubation, they surprised the world with a new
architecture—Metabolism—that proposed a radical makeover of the entire land...
Then newspapers, magazines, and TV turned the architects into heroes: thinkers
and doers, thoroughly modern men… Through sheer hard work, discipline, and
the integration of all forms of creativity, their country, Japan, became a shining
example... when the oil crisis initiated the end of the West, the architects of Japan
spread out over the world to define the contours of a post-Western aesthetic....”
—Rem Koolhaas / Hans Ulrich Obrist

Between 2005 and 2011, architect Rem Koolhaas and curator Hans Ulrich
Obrist interviewed the surviving members of Metabolism—the first non-
western avant-garde, launched in Tokyo in 1960, in the midst of Japan’s postwar
miracle. Project Japan features hundreds of never-before-seen images—master
plans from Manchuria to Tokyo, intimate snapshots of the Metabolists at work
and play, architectural models, magazine excerpts, and astonishing sci-fi urban
visions—telling the 20th century history of Japan through its architecture,
from the tabula rasa of a colonized Manchuria in the 1930s to a devastated Japan
after the war, the establishment of Metabolism at the 1960 World Design
Conference in Tokoy, to the rise of Kisho Kurokawa as the first celebrity
architect, to the apotheosis of Metabolism at Expo ’70 in Osaka and its expansion
into the Middle East and Africa in the 1970s. The result is a vivid documentary
of the last moment when architecture was a public rather than a private affair.

Oral history by Rem Koolhaas and Hans Ulrich Obrist●

Extensive interviews with Arata Isozaki, Toshiko Kato, Kiyonori Kikutake,●

Noboru Kawazoe, Fumihiko Maki, Kisho Kurokawa, Kenji Ekuan,
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Atsushi Shimokobe, and Takako and Noritaka Tange
Hundreds of never-before-seen images, architectural models, and magazine●
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Rem Koolhaas is a co-founder of the Office for Metropolitan Architecture. Having worked as a journalist
and script writer before becoming an architect, in 1978 he published Delirious New York. In 1995, his book
S,M,L,XL summarized the work of OMA and established connections of contemporary society and
architecture. Amongst many international awards and exhibitions he received the Pritzker Prize (2000) and
the Praemium Imperiale (2003).

Hans Ulrich Obrist is the co-director of exhibitions and programmes and director of international projects at
the Serpentine Gallery in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brier:

The reserve with title Project Japan: Metabolism Talks... contains a lot of information that you can discover
it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Gerald Wright:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day
to reading a guide. The book Project Japan: Metabolism Talks... it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Jeffrey Lambert:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Project Japan: Metabolism Talks...,
you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.



Colin Rousey:

This Project Japan: Metabolism Talks... is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Project Japan: Metabolism Talks... can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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