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Reprint of the second revised and enlarged edition, a complete revision of the
first edition published in 1934. A landmark in the development of modern
jurisprudence, the pure theory of law defines law as a system of coercive norms
created by the state that rests on the validity of a generally accepted Grundnorm,
or basic norm, such as the supremacy of the Constitution. Entirely self-
supporting, it rejects any concept derived from metaphysics, politics, ethics,
sociology, or the natural sciences. Beginning with the medieval reception of
Roman law, traditional jurisprudence has maintained a dual system of
"subjective" law (the rights of a person) and "objective" law (the system of
norms). Throughout history this dualism has been a useful tool for putting the
law in the service of politics, especially by rulers or dominant political parties.
The pure theory of law destroys this dualism by replacing it with a unitary system
of objective positive law that is insulated from political manipulation. Possibly
the most influential jurisprudent of the twentieth century, Hans Kelsen [1881-
1973] was legal adviser to Austria's last emperor and its first republican
government, the founder and permanent advisor of the Supreme Constitutional
Court of Austria, and the author of Austria's Constitution, which was enacted in
1920, abolished during the Anschluss, and restored in 1945. The author of more
than forty books on law and legal philosophy, he is best known for this work and
General Theory of Law and State. Also active as a teacher in Europe and the
United States, he was Dean of the Law Faculty of the University of Vienna and
taught at the universities of Cologne and Prague, the Institute of International
Studies in Geneva, Harvard, Wellesley, the University of California at Berkeley,
and the Naval War College. Also available in cloth.
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Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Torres:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Pure Theory of Law book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Pure Theory of Law content conveys prospect
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Pure Theory of Law is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Robert Robertson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Pure Theory of Law is kind of
guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Lillian Robbins:

This book untitled Pure Theory of Law to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that
is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this publication from your list.

Minerva Garrison:

This Pure Theory of Law is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Pure Theory of Law can be the light food for yourself



because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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