
The Chaco Experience: Landscape and
Ideology at the Center Place (A School for
Advanced Research Resident Scholar Book)

By Ruth M. Van Dyke

The Chaco Experience: Landscape and Ideology at the Center Place (A
School for Advanced Research Resident Scholar Book) By Ruth M. Van Dyke

In a remote canyon in northwest New Mexico, thousand-year-old sandstone walls
waver in the sunlight, stretching like ancient vertebrae against a turquoise sky.
This storied place?Chaco Canyon?carries multiple layers of meaning for Native
Americans and archaeologists, writers and tourists, explorers and artists. Here,
isolation, the arid climate, and dry-laid construction have preserved ruins that are
monuments to prehistoric creativity and perseverance. Chaco Canyon draws its
power not only from the ancient architecture sheltering beneath its walls, but
from the ever-changing light and the far-flung vistas of the Colorado Plateau.
Light and shadow, stone and sky come together in the canyon. At the heart of this
sky-filled landscape lie twelve massive great houses. The Chacoan landscape,
with its formally constructed, carefully situated architectural features, is charged
with symbolism. In this volume, Ruth Van Dyke analyzes the meanings and
experience of moving through this landscape to illuminate Chacoan beliefs and
social relationships.
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In a remote canyon in northwest New Mexico, thousand-year-old sandstone walls waver in the sunlight,
stretching like ancient vertebrae against a turquoise sky. This storied place?Chaco Canyon?carries multiple
layers of meaning for Native Americans and archaeologists, writers and tourists, explorers and artists. Here,
isolation, the arid climate, and dry-laid construction have preserved ruins that are monuments to prehistoric
creativity and perseverance. Chaco Canyon draws its power not only from the ancient architecture sheltering
beneath its walls, but from the ever-changing light and the far-flung vistas of the Colorado Plateau. Light and
shadow, stone and sky come together in the canyon. At the heart of this sky-filled landscape lie twelve
massive great houses. The Chacoan landscape, with its formally constructed, carefully situated architectural
features, is charged with symbolism. In this volume, Ruth Van Dyke analyzes the meanings and experience
of moving through this landscape to illuminate Chacoan beliefs and social relationships.
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Editorial Review

Review
Before finishing the first page I was hooked on her [author Ruth M. Van Dyke] lyric description of not only
Chaco Canyon but the surrounding horizon's pull. She sees Chacoan roots in Basketmaker and Pueblo I
settlements growth to agricultural villages. She envisions five major Ancestral Puebloan thems manifesting
at Chaco. 1. sacred geography, 2. visibility, 3. movement, 4. memory, 5. cosmography. This is a book that I
unequivocally recommend, certainly worth far more than the [purchase price]. --Charles Swenson,
DirtBrothers.org

[A]n excellent work--well written, focused, original, and engaging.... This is a unique volume that does what
no other Chaco book, no other Southwestern book, and indeed no other North American archaeology book
does--develop a phenomenological argument by, literally, walking us into Chaco. --Timothy Pauketat,
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Before finishing the first page I was hooked on her [author Ruth M. Van Dyke] lyric description of not only
Chaco Canyon but the surrounding horizon's pull. She sees Chacoan roots in Basketmaker and Pueblo I
settlements growth to agricultural villages. She envisions five major Ancestral Puebloan thems manifesting
at Chaco. 1. sacred geography, 2. visibility, 3. movement, 4. memory, 5. cosmography. This is a book that I
unequivocally recommend, certainly worth far more than the [purchase price]. --Charles Swenson,
DirtBrothers.org

It has been difficult to suggest a good first book for those interested in diving into Chaco Canyon the place,
the ancient phenomenon, and the object of archaeological scrutiny. Much of the literature on Chaco assumes
substantial background knowledge, and many works are clearly written for those already initiated into
Chaco-arcana. In this context, Ruth Van Dyke's concise, non-technical, and well-written book stands out as
an exception. Van Dyke's book is neither an introductory text nor a survey of the literature. The author has a
definite perspective on Chaco and seeks to expand the range of evidence used to interpret the place. At the
same time, the author presents a good sumary of the Chacoan archaeological record, takes few shortcuts in
introducing the range of perspectives on the Chaco phenomenon, and cites most of the relevant literature.
The result is a book that works just as well as a first book on Chaco as it does as a book with specific points
to make about Chaco and about archaeological practive in general. --Scott Ortman, H-Net Reviews, January,
2012

Before finishing the first page I was hooked on her [author Ruth M. Van Dyke] lyric description of not only
Chaco Canyon but the surrounding horizon's pull. She sees Chacoan roots in Basketmaker and Pueblo I
settlements growth to agricultural villages. She envisions five major Ancestral Puebloan thems manifesting
at Chaco. 1. sacred geography, 2. visibility, 3. movement, 4. memory, 5. cosmography. This is a book that I
unequivocally recommend, certainly worth far more than the [purchase price]. --Charles Swenson,
DirtBrothers.org

About the Author
Van Dyke is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Colorado College.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carole Garner:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Chaco
Experience: Landscape and Ideology at the Center Place (A School for Advanced Research Resident Scholar
Book) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled The Chaco
Experience: Landscape and Ideology at the Center Place (A School for Advanced Research Resident Scholar
Book)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

James Robinson:

The book The Chaco Experience: Landscape and Ideology at the Center Place (A School for Advanced
Research Resident Scholar Book) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this
book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Lillie Corley:

The Chaco Experience: Landscape and Ideology at the Center Place (A School for Advanced Research
Resident Scholar Book) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Chaco Experience: Landscape and Ideology at the Center Place
(A School for Advanced Research Resident Scholar Book) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Gary Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Chaco Experience: Landscape and
Ideology at the Center Place (A School for Advanced Research Resident Scholar Book).
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