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Classical architectureisavisua "language” and like any other language hasiits
own grammatical rules. Classical buildings as widely spaced in time as a Roman
temple, an Italian Renaissance palace and a Regency house all show an
awareness of these rules even if they vary them, break them or poetically
contradict them. Sir Christopher Wren described them asthe "Latin" of
architecture and the analogy is almost exact. Thereis the difference, however,
that whereas the learning of Latin isaslow and difficult business, the language of
classical architectureisrelatively simple. It is still, to a great extent, the mode of
expression of our urban surroundings, since classical architecture was the
common language of the western world till comparatively recent times. Anybody
to whom architecture makes a strong appeal has probably already discovered
something of its grammar for himself.in this book, the author's purpose isto set
out as simply and vividly as possible the exact grammatical workings of this
architectural language. He is less concerned with its development in Greece and
Rome than with its expansion and use in the centuries since the Renaissance. He
explains the vigorous discipline of "the orders" and the scope of "rustication”; the
dramatic deviations of the Barogue and, in the last chapter, the relationship
between the classical tradition and the "modern” architecture of today. The book
isintended for anybody who cares for architecture but more specifically for
students beginning a course in the history of architecture, to whom a guide to the
classical ruleswill be an essential companion.
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Classical buildings as widely spaced in time as a Roman temple, an Italian Renaissance palace and a
Regency house all show an awareness of these rules even if they vary them, break them or poetically
contradict them. Sir Christopher Wren described them asthe "Latin" of architecture and the analogy is
almost exact. Thereisthe difference, however, that whereas the learning of Latin isaslow and difficult
business, the language of classical architectureisrelatively simple. It is still, to agreat extent, the mode of
expression of our urban surroundings, since classical architecture was the common language of the western
world till comparatively recent times. Anybody to whom architecture makes a strong appeal has probably
aready discovered something of its grammar for himself.in this book, the author's purpose isto set out as
simply and vividly as possible the exact grammatical workings of this architectural language. Heis less
concerned with its development in Greece and Rome than with its expansion and use in the centuries since
the Renaissance. He explains the vigorous discipline of "the orders" and the scope of "rustication”; the
dramatic deviations of the Barogue and, in the last chapter, the relationship between the classical tradition
and the "modern" architecture of today. The book isintended for anybody who cares for architecture but
more specifically for students beginning a course in the history of architecture, to whom a guide to the
classical rules will be an essential companion.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
John Summerson (25 November 1904 — 10 November 1992) was one of the leading British architectural
historians of the 20th century.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carol Rodgers:

The book The Classical Language of Architecture can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Classical Language of
Architecture? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many facts
for us. It isabsolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you may share al of these. Book The Classical Language of Architecture
has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the
enormous world by start and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Larry Carvajal:

Now aday those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Classical Language of
Architecture book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Alberta Jones:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Classical
Language of Architecture suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled The Classical Language of Architectureis a single of several books that will
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, and so al
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you alot of information about
thisworld now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Michele Fernandez:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the ideawhen



they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book The Classical Language of
Architecture to make your reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea
about book and examining especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open up abook and study it.
Beside that the guide The Classical Language of Architecture can to be your friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of thistime.
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