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Member of Parliament, tutor to Oliver Cromwell’s ward, satirist, and friend of
John Milton, Andrew Marvell was one of the most significant poets of the
seventeenth century. The Complete Poems demonstrates his unique skill and
immense diversity, and includes lyrical love poetry, religious works, and biting
satire. From the passionately erotic “To His Coy Mistress” to the astutely
political Cromwellian poems and the profoundly spiritual “On a Drop of Dew,”
in which he considers the nature of the soul, these works are masterpieces of
clarity and metaphysical imagery.

This Penguin Classics edition includes authoritative texts of these poems, based
on a detailed study of the extant mansucripts, and a new introduction by leading
scholar Jonathan Bate. Also included are a chronology, further reading
selections, appendices, notes, and indexes. 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Member of Parliament, tutor to Oliver Cromwell’s ward, satirist, and friend of John Milton, Andrew Marvell
was one of the most significant poets of the seventeenth century. The Complete Poems demonstrates his
unique skill and immense diversity, and includes lyrical love poetry, religious works, and biting satire. From
the passionately erotic “To His Coy Mistress” to the astutely political Cromwellian poems and the
profoundly spiritual “On a Drop of Dew,” in which he considers the nature of the soul, these works are
masterpieces of clarity and metaphysical imagery.

This Penguin Classics edition includes authoritative texts of these poems, based on a detailed study of the
extant mansucripts, and a new introduction by leading scholar Jonathan Bate. Also included are a
chronology, further reading selections, appendices, notes, and indexes. 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Greek, Latin

About the Author
Andrew Marvell was born in 1621. The son of a clergyman, he was educated at Hull Grammar School and
Trinity College, Cambridge. While at Cambridge, he converted to Catholicism for a brief period and moved
to London, where he was found by his father and was persuaded to return to his studies. He left Cambridge
in 1641 and spent much of the next ten years travelling abroad. In 1650 he became tutor to Lord Fairfax’s
daughter Mary and lived in their house in Nun Appleton, Yorkshire. Most of his lyric poetry is thought to
date from this period, including Upon Appleton House.

Marvell was an ardent Republican. He wrote several poems in honour of Cromwell, including An Horatian
Ode upon Cromwell’s Return from Ireland (1650) and an elegy on his death. In 1653 he became tutor to
William Dutton, Cromwell’s ward. In the same year he was recommended by Milton to be his assistant in the
Latin Secretaryship to the Council of State, but was not appointed until four years later. He defended Milton
after the Restoration and contributed a poem in praise of him to the second edition of Paradise Lost.

Although he is now most famous for his poetry, very few of his poems were published during his lifetime.
He was MP for Hull from 1659 until his death and was renowned for his political pamphlets and satires. His
most famous pamphlet, The Rehearsal Transposed, was an attack on Samuel Parker, Archdeacon of
Canterbury; it was so controversial that his life was threatened, and when he died suddenly in August 1678
there were rumours that he had been poisoned – these proved to be groundless.

Elizabeth Story Donno edited numerous Elizabethan and Jacobean texts and taught at Columbia, among
other places.

Jonathan Bate is King Alfred Professor of English literature and Leverhulme Research Professor at the
University of Liverpool.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Jones:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Complete Poems (Penguin
Classics) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.



Marie Walsh:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Complete Poems (Penguin Classics), you
could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Michelle Gilbert:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Complete Poems (Penguin Classics) will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Thelma Atkins:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Complete Poems (Penguin Classics). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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