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The first Franciscan friar to occupy a chair of theology at Oxford, Adam Marsh
became famous both in England and on the continent as one of the foremost
Biblical scholars of his time. He moved with equal assurance in the world of
politics and the scholastic world of the university. Few men without official
position can have had their advice so eagerly sought by so many in high places.
He was counselor to King Henry III and the queen, the spiritual director of
Simon de Montfort and his wife, the devoted friend and counselor of Robert
Grosseteste, and consultant to the rulers of the Franciscan order.

Scholars have long recognized the importance of his influence as mentor and
spiritual activator of a circle of idealistic clergy and laymen, whose pressure for
reform in secular government as well as in the Church culminated in the political
upheavals of the years 1258-65. The collection of his letters, compiled by an
unknown copyist within thirty years of his death, is perhaps the most illuminating
and historically important series of private letters to be produced in England
before the fifteenth century. The inclusion among his correspondents of such
notable figures as Grosseteste, de Montfort, Queen Eleanor, and Archbishop
Boniface, make the collection a source of primary importance for the political
history of England, the English Church, and the organization of Oxford
University in the turbulent middle years of the thirteenth century.

This critical edition, which supersedes the only previous edition published by J.
S. Brewer in the Rolls Series nearly 150 years ago, is accompanied for the first
time by an English translation. Volume II contains a further set of letters and
indices to both volumes.
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The first Franciscan friar to occupy a chair of theology at Oxford, Adam Marsh became famous both in
England and on the continent as one of the foremost Biblical scholars of his time. He moved with equal
assurance in the world of politics and the scholastic world of the university. Few men without official
position can have had their advice so eagerly sought by so many in high places. He was counselor to King
Henry III and the queen, the spiritual director of Simon de Montfort and his wife, the devoted friend and
counselor of Robert Grosseteste, and consultant to the rulers of the Franciscan order.

Scholars have long recognized the importance of his influence as mentor and spiritual activator of a circle of
idealistic clergy and laymen, whose pressure for reform in secular government as well as in the Church
culminated in the political upheavals of the years 1258-65. The collection of his letters, compiled by an
unknown copyist within thirty years of his death, is perhaps the most illuminating and historically important
series of private letters to be produced in England before the fifteenth century. The inclusion among his
correspondents of such notable figures as Grosseteste, de Montfort, Queen Eleanor, and Archbishop
Boniface, make the collection a source of primary importance for the political history of England, the
English Church, and the organization of Oxford University in the turbulent middle years of the thirteenth
century.

This critical edition, which supersedes the only previous edition published by J. S. Brewer in the Rolls Series
nearly 150 years ago, is accompanied for the first time by an English translation. Volume II contains a
further set of letters and indices to both volumes.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from other book by this author:
''This volume is accompanied...by a fine introduction to Adam himself and to the general context in which
his life was played out. The translations are clear and perserve effectively the slightly fussy scholarly tone of
the original. When the second volume of letters appears, it will surely replace
Brewer's original volumes for the Rolls series as the definitive edition."

--Andrew Jotischky, Journal of Ecclesiastical History

''C. H. L. is to be warmly congratulated on this fine edition, which does much to illuminate the life of the
Franciscan order and the condition of the Church in 13th century England."

--Michael Robson, Revue d'Histoire Ecclesiastique

"...a most welcome addition to its series."

--G. R. Evans, Journal of Theological Studies

''a comprehensive introduction by the editor, C.H. Lawrence, and 109 of the 246 extant letters of Adam
Marsh ... These letters contribute to a deeper understanding of the politics, both ecclesiastical and secular, of
the time and of the organisation of the University of Oxford."

--Pluscarden Benedictines

''C.H. Lawrence's admirable edition...has made a scrupulously faithful translation of the tediously elaborate
Latin into a graceful, slightly old-fashioned English which is a pleasure to read."

--Medium Aevum

About the Author
Hugh Lawrence is Professor Emeritus at Bedford College at the University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Letters of Adam Marsh: Volume II (Oxford
Medieval Texts) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?



Thomas Britton:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Letters of Adam Marsh:
Volume II (Oxford Medieval Texts) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Letters of Adam Marsh: Volume II (Oxford Medieval
Texts) become your own personal starter.

Patricia Cockrell:

The book untitled The Letters of Adam Marsh: Volume II (Oxford Medieval Texts) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice examine.

Maurice Neely:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve The Letters of Adam Marsh: Volume II (Oxford Medieval Texts) was filled
with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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