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When the first Balkan War broke out in October 1912, few Ottomans anticipated
that it would prove to be a watershed moment for the Empire, ending in
ignominy, national catastrophe, and the loss of its remaining provincesin the
Balkans. Defesat at the hands of an alliance of Balkan powers comprising
Bulgaria, Greece, Serbia and Montenegro set the stage for the Balkan Crisis of
1914 and would serve as a prelude to WWI. It was also a moment of deep
national trauma and led to bitter soul-searching, giving rise to a so-called 'Culture
of Defeat' in which condemnation and criticism flourished in away seemingly at
odds with the reformist debate which followed the Y oung Turk Revolution of
1908.

Eyal Ginio's clear-eyed and rigorously researched book uncovers the different
visual and written products of the defeat, published in Ottoman Turkish, Arabic
and Ladino, with the aim of understanding the experience of defeat -- how it was
perceived, analyzed and commemorated by different sectors in Ottoman society -
- to show that it is key to understanding the actions of the Ottoman political elite
during the subsequent World War and the early decades of the Turkish Republic.
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When the first Balkan War broke out in October 1912, few Ottomans anticipated that it would prove to be a
watershed moment for the Empire, ending in ignominy, national catastrophe, and the loss of its remaining
provincesin the Balkans. Defeat at the hands of an alliance of Balkan powers comprising Bulgaria, Greece,
Serbia and Montenegro set the stage for the Balkan Crisis of 1914 and would serve as a prelude to WWI. It
was also amoment of deep national trauma and led to bitter soul-searching, giving rise to a so-called 'Culture
of Defeat' in which condemnation and criticism flourished in away seemingly at odds with the reformist
debate which followed the Y oung Turk Revolution of 1908.

Eya Ginio's clear-eyed and rigorously researched book uncovers the different visual and written products of
the defeat, published in Ottoman Turkish, Arabic and Ladino, with the aim of understanding the experience
of defeat -- how it was perceived, analyzed and commemorated by different sectorsin Ottoman society -- to
show that it is key to understanding the actions of the Ottoman political elite during the subsequent World
War and the early decades of the Turkish Republic.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Highly recommended.”--CHOICE

'Eyal Ginio deftly moves between sources penned in Ottoman Turkish, Arabic, Hebrew, Ladino, and French
to expose the wide-ranging impact of the Balkan Wars on Ottoman society. Covering topics as diverse as
military and philanthropic mobilization, children's literature, war refugees, and attempts to shape a " national
economy"”, Ginio convincingly argues that the Balkan Wars represented the Ottomans ' first experience with
'total war." -- Julia Phillips Cohen, author of Becoming Ottomans. Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in
the Modern Era

"The Ottoman Culture of Defeat is groundbreaking. Eyal Ginio weaves together a novel and sophisticated
account of the impact of the Wars on the different echelons of Ottoman society, from soldiersto intellectuals
and from women to children. Drawing on hitherto unused primary sources in multiple languages, Ginio
demonstrates how different ethnic, linguistic, and gender groups embraced defeat through new cultural
manifestations that were not only confined to defeat but also revolved around notions of mobilization,
revenge, disillusionment, national revival, and reshaping of the Ottoman society, poalitics, and economy. This
book isamajor contribution not only to our understanding of Ottoman history but also to the study of
different societies affected by war.' -- Bedross Der Matossian, author of Shattered Dreams of Revolution:
From Liberty to Violence in the Late Ottoman Empire

"Thisisthe best work | have seen on the Balkan Wars. Ginio's deep understanding of the causes and
sociopolitical consequences of the Balkan Wars make reading this book an undiluted pleasure. The book is
empirically well-crafted and theoretically guided work of the highest level.' -- M. Hakan Y avuz, Professor,
Department of Political Science, University of Utah.

'Eyal Ginio has masterfully composed a social history of one multi-ethnic society's reactions to an empire's
collapsing placein the world. His investigations into hitherto ignored Arabic, Ottoman and Ladino sources
are especially insightful, promising to influence how future historians write about the Balkan Wars.' -- Isa
Blumi, Stockholm University, author of Reinstating the Balkans: Alternative Balkan Modernities, 1800-1912

About the Author

Eyal Ginio is Associate Professor for Turkish Studies at the Department of Islamic and Middle Eastern



Studiesin the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He completed his Ph.D. at the Hebrew University in Middle
East studies (1999) and post-Doctorate at Oxford University (1999-2000). He served as the chair of his
department in 2009-2012. His recent publications include Late Ottoman Palestine: The Period of Young Turk
Rule (edited with Y uval Ben Bassat), and Ottoman Legaciesin the Contemporary Mediterranean: the
Balkans and the Middle East Compared (edited with Karl Kaser).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LourdesWilliams:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming to aperson is
you don't know what type you should start with. This The Ottoman Culture of Defeat: The Balkan Wars and
their Aftermath (Mediterraneans) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Regina Noble:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possihilities will not happen within you if you take The Ottoman Culture of Defeat: The Balkan
Wars and their Aftermath (Mediterraneans) as the daily resource information.

Teresa Brown:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Ottoman Culture of Defeat: The Balkan Wars and their Aftermath
(Mediterraneans) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Miguel Ross:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that



reading is very important along with book asto be the issue. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
actually The Ottoman Culture of Defeat: The Balkan Wars and their Aftermath (Mediterraneans).
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