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Ways of Sensing is a stimulating exploration of the cultural, historical and
political dimensions of the world of the senses. The book spans a wide range of
settings and makes comparisons between different cultures and epochs, revealing
the power and diversity of sensory expressions across time and space. The
chapters reflect on topics such as the tactile appeal of medieval art, the healing
power of Navajo sand paintings, the aesthetic blight of the modern hospital, the
role of the senses in the courtroom, and the branding of sensations in the
marketplace. Howes and Classen consider how political issues such as
nationalism, gender equality and the treatment of minority groups are shaped by
sensory practices and metaphors. They also reveal how the phenomenon of
synaesthesia, or mingling of the senses, can be seen as not simply a neurological
condition but a vital cultural mode of creating social and cosmic
interconnections. Written by leading scholars in the field, Ways of Sensing
provides readers with a valuable and engaging introduction to the life of the
senses in society.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is an important book. It will stand as the most informed yet accessible treatment we have of both
the individual senses and the relationship among the senses. Howes and Classen offer readers a wholly
fresh, compelling, and absorbing account of the ways the senses have worked in a vast variety of social
and historical formations." - Mark M. Smith, University of South Carolina, USA

"Howes and Classen have produced a wonderfully lucid and learned account of how we should
understand the role of the senses, historically, comparatively and in our own everyday lives. A great
pleasure to read." - Michael Bull, University of Sussex, UK

About the Author

David Howes is Professor of Anthropology and Director of the Centre for Sensory Studies at Concordia
University, Montreal. His books include The Varieties of Sensory Experience (1991), Cross-Cultural
Consumption (1996) and Empire of the Senses (2005).

Constance Classen is a cultural historian specializing in the body and the senses, and the director of an
interdisciplinary research project on the senses in art and the museum. Her books include Worlds of Sense
(1993), The Color of Angels (1998) and The Deepest Sense (2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frederica Dawkins:

Here thing why this particular Ways of Sensing: Understanding the Senses In Society are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Ways of Sensing: Understanding the Senses In Society
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
publication that similar with Ways of Sensing: Understanding the Senses In Society. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Ways of Sensing:
Understanding the Senses In Society in e-book can be your substitute.

Helen Tate:

The reason why? Because this Ways of Sensing: Understanding the Senses In Society is an unordinary book



that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Dale Vaught:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
Ways of Sensing: Understanding the Senses In Society which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Michelle Oquinn:

This Ways of Sensing: Understanding the Senses In Society is brand-new way for you who has attention to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Ways of Sensing:
Understanding the Senses In Society can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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