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LJ knows her place in the world is on the soccer field. When she’s out there
scoring goals, everything’s right. But being a big-shot on the field has started
going to her head. She’s been letting her temper get the best of her—both on the
field and off, alienating everyone around her. Everyone except Tabitha, the
popular girl who cares more about credit cards than yellow cards and spends
most of her time on the bench. But when it’s LJ on the bench instead of Tabitha,
forced to be a spectator instead of a star, she realizes that sometimes it takes more
skill and guts to make others look good instead of yourself. And that by losing a
little glory, you can win more than just championships.
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LJ knows her place in the world is on the soccer field. When she’s out there scoring goals, everything’s right.
But being a big-shot on the field has started going to her head. She’s been letting her temper get the best of
her—both on the field and off, alienating everyone around her. Everyone except Tabitha, the popular girl
who cares more about credit cards than yellow cards and spends most of her time on the bench. But when it’s
LJ on the bench instead of Tabitha, forced to be a spectator instead of a star, she realizes that sometimes it
takes more skill and guts to make others look good instead of yourself. And that by losing a little glory, you
can win more than just championships.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8 Lily, 12, is the star of her soccer travel team. When her coach notices that her temper tantrums and
self-centeredness prevent her from being the team player she could be, he benches her. There are several
didactic monologues interspersed among some excellent play-by-play action scenes as Lily learns to
overcome her disappointment and gain a better perspective. Montalbano brings a bit of humor to the story by
describing parents of players as either Berries or Nuts those who occasionally glance up at a game between
texting on their BlackBerries and those who are overly obsessed with their child's performance on the field.
Even though Lily's thorough transformation appears to be a bit abrupt, soccer-playing readers will recognize
some of her traits either in themselves or in others and enjoy this tale of friendship through teamwork. Blair
Christolon, Prince William Public Library System, Manassas, VA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Seventh-grade soccer star Lily James learns hard lessons about teammates and team playing when ball
hogging earns her a two-game suspension at the same time that an angry, impulsive gesture leads to hours of
washing dishes and windows in her father’s restaurant to pay for a broken sign. Friendship issues, class
differences, and the tensions of an extended family in a small house all play a part in this coming-of-age
story, but its central concern is soccer, as both a physical and a psychological game. First-time novelist
Montalbano, former cocaptain of her college team, writes convincingly, including appealing details of Lily’s
practice sessions with best friend Vee and new friend Tabitha as well as suspenseful play-by-play game
descriptions that will be welcomed by middle-school soccer enthusiasts. Like Lily, though, they may want to
ignore the excellent advice of her coach and her mother, given in homilies that go on just a bit too long. An
awkward story line and too-convenient ending are redeemed by the fast-paced action, which is certain to
appeal. Grades 5-8. --Kathleen Isaacs

Review
"Montalbano's love of the game is clearly evident in the detailed, technical descriptions of each play." -
"Kirkus"

"An ideal pick for readers more interested in scoring goals than boyfriends." - "Publishers Weekly"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Breakaway book as
starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Dewayne Campbell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Breakaway that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Breakaway become your
starter.

Homer Simon:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Breakaway was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Breakaway has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading in which.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Breakaway we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being
creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this book Breakaway. You can more attractive than now.
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