
Encountering Development: The Making and
Unmaking of the Third World

By Arturo Escobar

Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World
By Arturo Escobar

How did the industrialized nations of North America and Europe come to be seen
as the appropriate models for post-World War II societies in Asia, Africa, and
Latin America? How did the postwar discourse on development actually create
the so-called Third World? And what will happen when development ideology
collapses? To answer these questions, Arturo Escobar shows how development
policies became mechanisms of control that were just as pervasive and effective
as their colonial counterparts. The development apparatus generated categories
powerful enough to shape the thinking even of its occasional critics while
poverty and hunger became widespread. "Development" was not even partially
"deconstructed" until the 1980s, when new tools for analyzing the representation
of social reality were applied to specific "Third World" cases. Here Escobar
deploys these new techniques in a provocative analysis of development discourse
and practice in general, concluding with a discussion of alternative visions for a
postdevelopment era.

Escobar emphasizes the role of economists in development discourse--his case
study of Colombia demonstrates that the economization of food resulted in
ambitious plans, and more hunger. To depict the production of knowledge and
power in other development fields, the author shows how peasants, women, and
nature became objects of knowledge and targets of power under the "gaze of
experts."

In a substantial new introduction, Escobar reviews debates on globalization and
postdevelopment since the book's original publication in 1995 and argues that the
concept of postdevelopment needs to be redefined to meet today's significantly
new conditions. He then calls for the development of a field of "pluriversal
studies," which he illustrates with examples from recent Latin American
movements.
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demonstrates that the economization of food resulted in ambitious plans, and more hunger. To depict the
production of knowledge and power in other development fields, the author shows how peasants, women,
and nature became objects of knowledge and targets of power under the "gaze of experts."
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book's original publication in 1995 and argues that the concept of postdevelopment needs to be redefined to
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Editorial Review

Review

Winner of the 1996 Best Book Prize of the NECLA

"Arturo Escobar has given us an important and exciting take on issues of Third World development and its
alternatives. . . . [This book] indisputably provides some exciting and significant new ways of thinking about
development. . . . Arturo Escobar has done us all a service."--Contemporary Sociology

From the Back Cover

"An intelligent and thorough overview of the rise of the concept of 'development' . . . . [This book] represents
the best of interdisciplinary work in cultural studies and speaks to central debates across the permeable
borders of anthropology, economics, history, sociology, and development studies."--Orin Starn, Duke
University

About the Author
Arturo Escobar is the Kenan Distinguished Professor of Anthropology at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill. His most recent book is Territories of Difference.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alfred Wolff:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Jean Willis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Encountering Development: The
Making and Unmaking of the Third World reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt



Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World as good book not simply by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Salvador Swain:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Encountering Development:
The Making and Unmaking of the Third World can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?

Billy Golden:

You will get this Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.
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