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Toundi Ondoua, the rural African protagonist of Houseboy, encounters a world
of prisms that cast beautiful but unobtainable glimmers, especially for a black
youth in colonial Cameroon. Houseboy, written in the form of Toundi's
captivating diary and translated from the original French, discloses his awe of the
white world and a web of unpredictable experiences. Early on, he escapes his
father's angry blows by seeking asylum with his benefactor, the local European
priest who meets an untimely death. Toundi then becomes "the Chief European's
'boy'--the dog of the King." Toundi's attempt to fulfill a dream of advancement
and improvement opens his eyes to troubling realities. Gradually, preconceptions
of the Europeans come crashing down on him as he struggles with his identity,
his place in society, and the changing culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... Mr. Oyono's sophisticated wit stings like a mosquito and he underwrites his story with real
craftsmanship." --Eve Burgess, Punch

"The darkly satirical work skewers French colonial Cameroonian society. It is an essential, accessible text
for African literature and postcolonial literature courses." --Felicity Palmer, Clarkson University

"I'm pleased to see that Waveland is keeping this title in print. Houseboy provides students with a vivid
portrayal of the underside of colonialism, tragic to be sure, but also sparkling with moments of wit." --Robert
Daniels, University of North Carolina

About the Author
Ferdinand Oyono was born in 1929 in Cameroon, and educated there and in France. During his student days
in Paris he was prompted to write his first two novels, Une Vie de Boy and Le Vieux Nègre et la Médaille,
both published in 1956, and he was also active and successful on the stage and on television. On his return to
Yaoundé and after the independence of Cameroon in 1960, he joined the Diplomatic Service. He has since
represented his country at the European Common Market and has been ambassador to Liberia, France, and
the United States as well as Director General of UNICEF at the United Nations headquarters in New York.
Since the publication of his first two novels, Ferdinand Oyono published Chemin d'Europe in 1960, and all
his work has been widely translated from French.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Houseboy. Try to make book Houseboy as your good friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Ida Hamilton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Houseboy it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.



William Manwaring:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Houseboy provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Laverne Jackson:

This Houseboy is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Houseboy can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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