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Plastic toys based on Japanese comics, movies and TV shows from Astro Boy,
Godzilla and Gatchaman, to Power Rangers, Sailor Moon and Pokemon, have
had a powerful effect on the imaginations and the markets of the West, and have
kick-started trends in design and pop culture that have crossed from Japan to the
West and back East again.

Lavish full-color photographs of cult, limited-edition, and "designer" toys take us
through the postwar period and right up into the present, with a fascinating look
at the current vogue for "urban vinyl" and "art" toys. Extensively researched, the
book includes interviews with the leading players in today's toy world, including
long-established Japanese toymaking giants Kaiyodo and Sanrio, world-famous
fine artists and producers of "art" toys Takashi Murakami and Yoshitomo Nara,
and cult Hong Kong designers of "urban vinyl" toys Michael Lau and Eric So.

With its blend of incisive analysis and stylish photography, this is a book that
will appeal to a wide range of readers: from those interested in the latest trends in
contemporary art, to toy collectors young and old, and to anyone with an interest
in Japan's influence on contemporary pop culture.
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Lavish full-color photographs of cult, limited-edition, and "designer" toys take us through the postwar period
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Extensively researched, the book includes interviews with the leading players in today's toy world, including
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Editorial Review

Review

"This might be one of the better toy surveys around. Less hipster and more substantial, I think this might be
the smartest book on toys." - iant Robot

From the Publisher
Welcome to the world of plastic culture. A world where toys have been freed from the playroom to run
rampant across desktops and living spaces, galleries and fashion houses, design showrooms and furniture
outlets. How did toys infiltrate the mainstream? Why has Japan had such a powerful effect on the
imaginations and the markets of the West?

About the Author

WOODROW PHOENIX is an illustrator and designer based in London. He has published a number of comic
books and strips, including "The Sumo Family," which appeared weekly in The Independent on Sunday in
the U.K., and "The Liberty Cat," published in Japan by Kodansha in Morning magazine. His critical essays
on comics have appeared in catalogs for exhibitions at the ICA in London, and at the University of Sussex.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gilbert Albright:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Plastic Culture: How Japanese Toys Conquered the World. Try to the actual
book Plastic Culture: How Japanese Toys Conquered the World as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Michelle Pacheco:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Plastic Culture: How Japanese Toys Conquered the World book is readable by
simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
of Plastic Culture: How Japanese Toys Conquered the World content conveys the thought easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just



different as it. So , do you still thinking Plastic Culture: How Japanese Toys Conquered the World is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kristi Jones:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Plastic
Culture: How Japanese Toys Conquered the World is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Nancy Chinn:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them
is this Plastic Culture: How Japanese Toys Conquered the World.
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