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The first nonfiction work by one of the most distinctive prose stylists of our era,
Joan Didion's Souching Towards Bethlehem remains, decades after itsfirst
publication, the essential portrait of America?particularly California?in the
sixties. It focuses on such subjects as John Wayne and Howard Hughes, growing
up agirl in California, ruminating on the nature of good and evil in a Death
Valley motel room, and, especially, the essence of San Francisco's Haight-
Ashbury, the heart of the counterculture.
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Thefirst nonfiction work by one of the most distinctive prose stylists of our era, Joan Didion's Souching
Towards Bethlehem remains, decades after its first publication, the essential portrait of America?particularly
Cdlifornia?in the sixties. It focuses on such subjects as John Wayne and Howard Hughes, growing up a girl
in Cdifornia, ruminating on the nature of good and evil in a Death Valley motel room, and, especially, the
essence of San Francisco's Haight-Ashbury, the heart of the counterculture.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In her portraits of people, Didion is not out to expose but to understand, and she shows us actors and
millionaires, doomed brides and naive acid-trippers, left wing ideol ogues and snobs of the Hawaiian
aristocracy in away that makes them neither villainous nor glamorous, but alive and botched and often
mournfully beautiful . . . A rich display of some of the best prose written today in this country.” ?Dan
Wakefield, The New York Times Book Review

From the Inside Flap

Upon its publication in 1968, Slouching Towards Bethlehem confirmed Joan Didion as one of the most
prominent writers on the literary scene. Her unblinking vision and deadpan tone have influenced subsequent
generations of reporters and essayists, changing our expectations of style, voice, and the artistic possibilities
of nonfiction.

"In her portraits of people,” "The New Y ork Times Book Review wrote, "Didion is not out to expose but to
understand, and she shows us actors and millionaires, doomed brides and naive acid-trippers, left-wing

ideol ogues and snobs of the Hawaiian aristocracy in away that makes them neither villainous nor glamorous,
but alive and botched and often mournfully beautiful. . . . A rare display of some of the best prose written
today in this country."

In essay after essay, Didion captures the dislocation of the 1960s, the disorientation of a country shredding
itself apart with socia change. Her essays not only describe the subject at hand--the murderous housewife,
the little girl trailing the rock group, the millionaire bunkered in his mansion--but also offer a broader vision
of America, one that is both terrifying and tender, ominous and uniquely her own.

Joyce Carol Oates has written, "Joan Didion is one of the very few writers of our time who approaches her
terrible subject with absolute seriousness, with fear and humility and awe. Her powerful irony is often
sorrowful rather than clever. . . . She has been an articulate witness to the most stubborn and intractable
truths of our time, a memorable voice, partly eulogistic, partly despairing; awaysin control.”

From the Back Cover
"A dlant vision that is arresting and unique . . . Didion might be an observer from another planet--one so
edgy and alert that she ends up knowing more about our own world than we know ourselves."

--Anne Tyler

"The story between the lines of Slouching Towards Bethlehem is surely not so much 'California asitis
[Didion's] ability to make us share her passionate sense of it."
--Alfred Kazin

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joyce Johnson:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How alot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a



book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Slouching Towards Bethlehem:
Essays (FSG Classics) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

LindaMays:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friendsis thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Slouching Towards Bethlehem: Essays
(FSG Classics), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to missit? What
kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Joel Barnhardt:

This Slouching Towards Bethlehem: Essays (FSG Classics) is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling
sentencesin it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Slouching Towards Bethlehem: Essays (FSG Classics) in your hand like having the world in your
arm, factsinitisnot ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small
right but this guide already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that will?

Arthur Ramires:

That book can make you to fed relax. That book Slouching Towards Bethlehem: Essays (FSG Classics) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Slouching Towards Bethlehem:
Essays (FSG Classics) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to
be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try
to like reading which.
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