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Sources of Vietnamese Tradition provides an essential guide to two thousand
years of Vietnamese history and a comprehensive overview of the society and
state of Vietnam. Strategic selections illuminate key figures, issues, and events
while building athematic portrait of the country's devel oping territory, palitics,
culture, and relations with neighbors. The volume showcases Vietham's
remarkable independence in the face of Chinese and other external pressures and
respects the complexity of the Viethamese experience both past and present.

The anthology begins with selections that cover more than a millennium of
Chinese dominance over Vietnam (111 B.C.E.—939 C.E.) and follows with texts
that illuminate four centuries of independence ensured by the Ly, Tran, and Ho
dynasties (1009-1407). The earlier cultivation of Buddhism and Southeast Asian
political practices by the monarchy gave way to two centuries of Confucian
influence and bureaucratic governance (1407-1600), based on Chinese models,
and three centuries of political competition between the north and the south,
resolving in the latter's favor (1600-1885). Concluding with the colonial eraand
the modern age, the volume recounts the ravages of war and the creation of a
united, independent Vietnam in 1975. Each chapter features readings that reveal
the views, customs, outside influences on, and religious and philosophical beliefs
of arapidly changing people and culture. Descriptions of land, society, economy,
and governance underscore the role of the past in the formation of contemporary
Vietnam and its relationships with neighboring countries and the West.
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Sources of Vietnamese Tradition provides an essential guide to two thousand years of Vietnamese history
and a comprehensive overview of the society and state of Vietnam. Strategic selections illuminate key
figures, issues, and events while building athematic portrait of the country's developing territory, politics,
culture, and relations with neighbors. The volume showcases Viethnam's remarkable independence in the face
of Chinese and other external pressures and respects the complexity of the Viethamese experience both past
and present.

The anthology begins with selections that cover more than a millennium of Chinese dominance over
Vietnam (111 B.C.E.—939 C.E.) and follows with texts that illuminate four centuries of independence
ensured by the Ly, Tran, and Ho dynasties (1009-1407). The earlier cultivation of Buddhism and Southeast
Asian political practices by the monarchy gave way to two centuries of Confucian influence and bureaucratic
governance (1407-1600), based on Chinese models, and three centuries of political competition between the
north and the south, resolving in the latter's favor (1600-1885). Concluding with the colonial eraand the
modern age, the volume recounts the ravages of war and the creation of a united, independent Vietnam in
1975. Each chapter features readings that reveal the views, customs, outside influences on, and religious and
philosophical beliefs of arapidly changing people and culture. Descriptions of land, society, economy, and
governance underscore the role of the past in the formation of contemporary Vietham and its relationships
with neighboring countries and the West.
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Editorial Review
Review

[Sources of Viethamese Tradition] will be indispensable for students interested in Vietnamese society and
political theory.... Essential.

(Choice)
This addition to the venerable Introduction to Asian Civilizations series marks a major step in the maturation
of Vietnam Studies in the American academy.

(Foreign Affairs)

Thisis an excellent volume that fills along-standing need for English-language translations of primary
documents that cover the chronological breadth and diverse concerns of the Vietnamese past.

(Journal of Asian Studies)

The anthology furnishes a good sense of the structure of 'Vietnamese' history and is sure to function both asa
formidable work of reference and a sound base for further exploration of the subject.

(A.V.M. Horton Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society)
Review

A one-of-a-kind introduction to Vietnamese history, lending us an ear to Vietnamese voices that speak
beyond revolution and war. The English flows smoothly?never an easy task, especially when working from
literature and other forms of culture-bound discourse. An important contribution to teaching Vietnamese
history.

(Charles Whedler, University of Hong Kong)

An unprecedented anthology in scope and content. The selections are well chosen and succinctly introduced.
The trandations are highly scholarly and remarkably readable. This anthology will be very useful to students
of Asian history and culture as well as to general readers.

(Ngo Vinh Long, University of Maine)
An essential research tool for anyone interested in Vietnamese history. The editors have done a marvelous
job of locating, interpreting, and tranglating key documents written in avariety of languages.

(Hue-Tam Ho Tai, Harvard University)
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George E. Dutton is associate professor of Southeast Asian languages and cultures and vice chair of the
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John K. Whitmore is research associate at the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, University of Michigan,
and a specialist on premodern Vietnamese and Southeast Asian history. He has taught at Yae University, the
University of Virginia, and the University of California, Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Robert Qualls:

With this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust ssmple solution to have that. What you need to do
isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many books
in the top record in your reading list is actually Sources of Viethamese Tradition (Introduction to Asian
Civilizations). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Steven Deloatch:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is aset of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Sources of Vietnamese Tradition (Introduction to Asian Civilizations) wasfilled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Pamela Watkins:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Sources of Vietnamese Tradition (Introduction to Asian
Civilizations) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Sources of Vietnamese
Tradition (Introduction to Asian Civilizations) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So, not
at al of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you fedl happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading which.



Arlene Farmer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Sources of Vietnamese Tradition
(Introduction to Asian Civilizations).
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