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In spite of the Orthodox liturgy's reputation for resistance to change, Byzantine
liturgical dress underwent a period of extraordinary elaboration from the end of
the eleventh century onwards. As part of this development, embroideries
depicting holy figures and scenes began to appear on the vestments of the clergy.
Examining the surviving Byzantine vestments in conjunction with contemporary
visual and textual evidence, Woodfin relates their embroidered imagery both to
the program of images used in churches, and to the hierarchical code of dress
prevailing in the imperial court. Both sets of visual cross-references serve to
enforce a reading of the clergy as living icons of Christ. Finally, the book
explores the competing configurations of the hierarchy of heaven as articulated in
imperial and ecclesiastical art. It shows how the juxtaposition of real
embroidered vestments with vestments depicted in paintings, allowed the
Orthodox hierarchy to represent itself as a direct extension of the hierarchy of
heaven.

Drawing on the best of recent scholarship in Byzantine liturgy, monumental
painting, and textile studies, Woodfin's volume is the first major illustrated study
of Byzantine embroidered vestments to appear in over forty years.
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In spite of the Orthodox liturgy's reputation for resistance to change, Byzantine liturgical dress underwent a
period of extraordinary elaboration from the end of the eleventh century onwards. As part of this
development, embroideries depicting holy figures and scenes began to appear on the vestments of the clergy.
Examining the surviving Byzantine vestments in conjunction with contemporary visual and textual evidence,
Woodfin relates their embroidered imagery both to the program of images used in churches, and to the
hierarchical code of dress prevailing in the imperial court. Both sets of visual cross-references serve to
enforce a reading of the clergy as living icons of Christ. Finally, the book explores the competing
configurations of the hierarchy of heaven as articulated in imperial and ecclesiastical art. It shows how the
juxtaposition of real embroidered vestments with vestments depicted in paintings, allowed the Orthodox
hierarchy to represent itself as a direct extension of the hierarchy of heaven.

Drawing on the best of recent scholarship in Byzantine liturgy, monumental painting, and textile studies,
Woodfin's volume is the first major illustrated study of Byzantine embroidered vestments to appear in over
forty years.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Embodied Icon is an essential study of the liturgical (and imperial) vestments that were used in the
Byzantine Empire and by the Eastern Orthodox Church. Woodfin lays out, in a clear and concise manner, the
types, decoration, and function of sacred clothing, as well as how these served in liturgical settings and also
in the balance of power in the empire."
--Academy for Temple Studies

"[The Embodied Icon] will not only serve as a great resource but will also reorient many readers' view of
liturgical garments to one that shows them in conversation with the complicated language of Byzantine dress
more generally." --Jennifer Ball, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"The Embodied Icon is an erudite work that is accessible and engaging." --Justin Rose, Comitatus

"The Embodied Icon is an essential study of the liturgical (and imperial) vestments that were used in the
Byzantine Empire and by the Eastern Orthodox Church. Woodfin lays out, in a clear and concise manner, the
types, decoration, and function of sacred clothing, as well as how these served in liturgical settings and also
in the balance of power in the empire." --Academy for Temple Studies

About the Author

Warren T. Woodfin is a specialist in the art and ritual of Byzantium and its neighboring cultures. He
currently holds the post of Kallinikeion Assistant Professor of Byzantine Art and History at Queens College,
the City University of New York, and is Postdoctoral Fellow at the Kunsthistorisches Institut, University of
Zürich, Switzerland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vincent Overly:

The book The Embodied Icon: Liturgical Vestments and Sacramental Power in Byzantium (Oxford Studies
in Byzantium) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the great thing like a book The Embodied Icon: Liturgical Vestments and Sacramental Power in
Byzantium (Oxford Studies in Byzantium)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one



aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The Embodied Icon: Liturgical Vestments and Sacramental Power in Byzantium (Oxford
Studies in Byzantium) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Sophia Myers:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Embodied Icon:
Liturgical Vestments and Sacramental Power in Byzantium (Oxford Studies in Byzantium), it is possible to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Cierra Persaud:

The Embodied Icon: Liturgical Vestments and Sacramental Power in Byzantium (Oxford Studies in
Byzantium) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing The Embodied Icon: Liturgical Vestments and Sacramental Power in
Byzantium (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Phyllis Walters:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book The Embodied Icon: Liturgical Vestments and Sacramental Power in Byzantium (Oxford
Studies in Byzantium). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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