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A new edition of the most accessible and compelling history of the medium
published, with an updated foreword by the author to accompany his 15-
hour feature documentary

Film critic, producer, and presenter Mark Cousins history shows how
filmmakers are influenced both by the historical events of their times, and by
each other. He demonstrates, for example, how Douglas Sirk's 1950s Hollywood
mel odramas influenced Rainer Werner Fassbinder's despairing visions of 1970s
Germany and how George Lucas Star Wars epics grew out of Akira Kurosawas
The Hidden Fortress. The Sory of Filmis divided into three main epochs: silent
(1885-1928), sound (1928-1990), and digital (1990-present), and within this
structure films are discussed in chapters reflecting both the stylistic concerns of
the filmmakers and the political and social themes of thetime. Aswell

as covering the great American films and filmmakers, the book explores cinema
in Europe, Africa, Asia, Australasia, and South America, and shows how
cinematic ideas and technigues cross national boundaries. Avoiding jargon and
obscure critical theory, the author constantly places himself in the role of the
moviegoer watching afilm, asking How does a scene or a story affect us, and
why? In doing so, he getsto the heart of cinematic technique, explaining how
filmmakers use lighting, framing, focal length, and editing to create their effects.
Clearly written, and illustrated with more than 400 stills, this book is essential
reading for both film students and the general moviegoer.
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A new edition of the most accessible and compelling history of the medium published, with an updated
foreword by the author to accompany his 15-hour feature documentary

Film critic, producer, and presenter Mark Cousins' history shows how filmmakers are influenced both by the
historical events of their times, and by each other. He demonstrates, for example, how Douglas Sirk's 1950s
Hollywood melodramas influenced Rainer Werner Fassbinder's despairing visions of 1970s Germany and
how George Lucas Star Wars epics grew out of Akira Kurosawa's The Hidden Fortress. The Sory of Filmis
divided into three main epochs: silent (1885-1928), sound (1928-1990), and digital (1990-present), and
within this structure films are discussed in chapters reflecting both the stylistic concerns of the filmmakers
and the political and socia themes of the time. Aswell as covering the great American films and filmmakers,
the book explores cinemain Europe, Africa, Asia, Australasia, and South America, and shows how
cinematic ideas and techniques cross national boundaries. Avoiding jargon and obscure critical theory, the
author constantly places himself in the role of the moviegoer watching a film, asking How does a scene or a
story affect us, and why? In doing so, he gets to the heart of cinematic technique, explaining how filmmakers
use lighting, framing, focal length, and editing to create their effects. Clearly written, and illustrated

with more than 400 tills, this book is essential reading for both film students and the general moviegoer.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Mark Cousinsisan author, film critic, producer, and documentary filmmaker. He is the former director of
the Edinburgh International Film Festival and aregular contributor to Prospect, Sght and Sound, and the
Times.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ray Chung:

The book The Story of Film give you a sense of fegling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make
your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Story of Film being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
Y ou could know everything if you like start and read a publication The Story of Film. Kinds of book are alot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Ettie Hardcastle:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of themisthis
The Story of Film.

Jolene Rivera;

The book The Story of Film has alot details on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of benefit.
The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book.
That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Joseph Felder:

Beside that The Story of Film in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
become worry if you fedl like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Story of



Film because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin the hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to missit? Find this book and read it from right now!
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