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Willem Key was one of the leading portrait and history painters in sixteenth-
century Antwerp. He was born in Breda in 1516. Following in his older brother
Wouter's footsteps, Willem went to Antwerp to become a painter. He studied
under Pieter Coecke (1529) and later, like Frans Floris, apprenticed in the
workshop of Lambert Lombard in Liege before becoming a free master in 1542.
In 1568, just when he had reached the top of his abilities and enjoyed the
patronage of outstanding individuals and institutions, Willem Key died suddenly.
The artist's biographer and painter Karel van Mander tells us that Key was
blessed with 'Sulcke edele gheesten,' such a noble mind. And, he had a 'Docta
manus,' a learned hand, as the Bruges humanist and painter Domenicus
Lampsonius phrased this topos in 1572. This is the first monograph to place
Willem Key and his oeuvre in a historical framework. It demonstrates why the
nobility, including the Duke of Alba and Cardinal Granvelle, considered him the
best portrait painter of his day and why leading humanists viewed his many
history paintings as eloquent visualizations of contemporary art theory. The
reason why Willem Key's peers regarded him as such an exceptional painter lay
in his creative ability to do battle on an uneven playing field with the artists who
had been to Italy. In his reconciliation of the Netherlandish tradition with the
rapidly advancing Italian manner, Key grasped the spirit of the Renaissance as
formulated by Alberti. The quintessence of Key's art inspired numerous artists in
his own time and later, including the grandmaster of the Baroque, Pieter Paul
Rubens. By shedding light on this amazing confrere of Pieter Bruegel, Pieter
Aertsen, Anthonis Mor and Frans Floris and placing him in the highly complex
and fascinating time he lived in, this monograph and catalogue raisonne of the art
of Willem Key restores the artist to his rightful place in sixteenth-century
Antwerp art. The book also contains an appendix of the many new works by
Adriaen Thomasz Key that have been discovered since the publication of the
catalogue of Adriaen's oeuvre in this same series in 2007.

 Download Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Pai ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786


 Read Online Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist P ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=2503536786


Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter
(PICTURA NOVA)

By K. Jonckheere

Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter (PICTURA NOVA) By K. Jonckheere

Willem Key was one of the leading portrait and history painters in sixteenth-century Antwerp. He was born
in Breda in 1516. Following in his older brother Wouter's footsteps, Willem went to Antwerp to become a
painter. He studied under Pieter Coecke (1529) and later, like Frans Floris, apprenticed in the workshop of
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suddenly. The artist's biographer and painter Karel van Mander tells us that Key was blessed with 'Sulcke
edele gheesten,' such a noble mind. And, he had a 'Docta manus,' a learned hand, as the Bruges humanist and
painter Domenicus Lampsonius phrased this topos in 1572. This is the first monograph to place Willem Key
and his oeuvre in a historical framework. It demonstrates why the nobility, including the Duke of Alba and
Cardinal Granvelle, considered him the best portrait painter of his day and why leading humanists viewed his
many history paintings as eloquent visualizations of contemporary art theory. The reason why Willem Key's
peers regarded him as such an exceptional painter lay in his creative ability to do battle on an uneven playing
field with the artists who had been to Italy. In his reconciliation of the Netherlandish tradition with the
rapidly advancing Italian manner, Key grasped the spirit of the Renaissance as formulated by Alberti. The
quintessence of Key's art inspired numerous artists in his own time and later, including the grandmaster of
the Baroque, Pieter Paul Rubens. By shedding light on this amazing confrere of Pieter Bruegel, Pieter
Aertsen, Anthonis Mor and Frans Floris and placing him in the highly complex and fascinating time he lived
in, this monograph and catalogue raisonne of the art of Willem Key restores the artist to his rightful place in
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Dickison:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter (PICTURA NOVA)? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Karen Tullis:

Here thing why this Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter (PICTURA NOVA) are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a
Humanist Painter (PICTURA NOVA) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no publication that similar with Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist
Painter (PICTURA NOVA). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter (PICTURA
NOVA) in e-book can be your alternate.

Sheila Messina:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait
of a Humanist Painter (PICTURA NOVA) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Richard Manning:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work



this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter
(PICTURA NOVA) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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