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A gripping narrative of nuclear mishaps and meltdowns around the globe,
all of which have proven pivotal to the advancement of nuclear science.

From the moment radiation was discovered in the late nineteenth century, nuclear
science has had arich history of innovative scientific exploration and discovery,
coupled with mistakes, accidents, and downright disasters.

Mahaffey, along-time advocate of continued nuclear research and nuclear
energy, looks at each incident in turn and analyzes what happened and why, often
discovering where scientists went wrong when analyzing past meltdowns.

Every incident has lead to new facets in understanding about the mighty
atom?and Mahaffey puts forth what the future should be for this final frontier of

science that still holds so much promise.
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A gripping narrative of nuclear mishaps and meltdowns around the globe, all of which have proven
pivotal to the advancement of nuclear science.

From the moment radiation was discovered in the late nineteenth century, nuclear science has had arich
history of innovative scientific exploration and discovery, coupled with mistakes, accidents, and downright
disasters.

Mahaffey, along-time advocate of continued nuclear research and nuclear energy, looks at each incident in
turn and analyzes what happened and why, often discovering where scientists went wrong when analyzing
past meltdowns.

Every incident has lead to new facets in understanding about the mighty atom?and Mahaffey puts forth what
the future should be for thisfinal frontier of science that still holds so much promise.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Nuclear engineer Mahaffey’ s Atomic Awakening (2009) presented an engaging history of nuclear energy
that came close to offering a ringing endorsement for its continued widespread use. Although his latest work
focuses mostly on radioactivity’s dark side, from its discovery in 1896 to itsrole in the recent Fukushima
meltdown, Mahaffey nonetheless does argue persuasively that, by closaly investigating its shortcomings,
nuclear power can be made safer. Mahaffey begins with an episode of radiation poisoning that occurred in an
Ozarks cave where hunters were exposed to radon gas, and offers a survey of nuclear weapons development,
including the troubling disappearance of several H-bombs, before addressing history’s most famous nuclear
accidents. Entire chapters are devoted to dissecting what went wrong at Three Mile Island, Chernobyl,
Fukushima, and Windscale, a lesser-known UK facility that burned uncontrollably for two daysin 1957.
While Mahaffey’ s subtext about nuclear power’s overall safety likely won't sit well with the practice’ s many
opponents, his abundant use of lively anecdotes and intriguing scientific tidbits makes this an educational
page-turner. --Carl Hays

Review

“Mahaffey guides us through more than a century of atomic research, including misadventures with
radioactive elixirs and long-forgotten accidents. The compelling tales unravel like slow-motion horror
stories.” (NATURE)

“From clueless hunters wandering into caves teeming with radon-222, to fervid dreams of nuclear jets, and
reactors bucking like steeds unused to human contact, Mahaffey keeps things appropriately dramatic. Truly
valuable.” (Newsweek)

“Mahaffey employs his extensive knowledge of nuclear engineering to produce avolume that is by turns
alarming, thought-provoking, humorous, and always fascinating.” (Publishers Weekly, STARRED
REVIEW)

About the Author

James Mahaffey was a senior research scientist at the Georgia Tech Research Institute where he worked
under contract for the Defense Nuclear Agency, the National Ground Intelligence Center, the Air Force Air
Logistics Center, and Georgia Power Company. He is the author of Atomic Awakening and Atomic
Accidents and livesin Atlanta, Georgia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tamera Duckett:

The book Atomic Accidents: A History of Nuclear Meltdowns and Disasters: From the Ozark Mountains to
Fukushima gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable alot
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make studying a book Atomic Accidents. A History of Nuclear Meltdowns and
Disasters. From the Ozark Mountains to Fukushima for being your habit, you can get far more advantages,


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open up and read a publication Atomic Accidents: A History of Nuclear Meltdowns
and Disasters: From the Ozark Mountains to Fukushima. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Deborah Mazzarella:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several waysto
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especialy fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Atomic Accidents: A History of Nuclear Meltdowns and Disasters: From the Ozark Mountains to
Fukushima, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

David Manning:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Atomic Accidents. A History of Nuclear Meltdowns
and Disasters. From the Ozark Mountains to Fukushima can be fine book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Michael Becker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update regarding something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims
Atomic Accidents: A History of Nuclear Meltdowns and Disasters: From the Ozark Mountains to
Fukushima.
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