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A stunning collection that traver sesthe border s of culture and time, from
the 2011 winner of the PEN/Joyce Osterweil Award

In House of Lords and Commons, the revelatory and vital new collection of
poems from the winner of the 2013 Whiting Writers' Award in poetry, Ishion
Hutchinson returns to the difficult beauty of the Jamaican landscape with
remarkable lyric precision. Here, the poet holds hisworld in full focus but at an
astonishing angle: from the violence of the seventeenth-century English Civil
War as refracted through a mythic sea wanderer, right down to the dark interior
of love.

These poems arrange the contemporary continuum of home and abroad into a
wonderment of cracked narrative sequences and tumultuous personae. With ears
tuned to the vernacular, the collection vividly binds usto what is terrifying about
happiness, loss, and the lure of the sea. House of Lords and Commons testifies to
the particular courage it takes to wade unsettled, uncertain, and unfettered in the
wake of our shared human experience.
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A stunning collection that traversesthe bordersof culture and time, from the 2011 winner of the
PEN/Joyce Osterweil Award

In House of Lords and Commons, the revelatory and vital new collection of poems from the winner of the
2013 Whiting Writers' Award in poetry, Ishion Hutchinson returns to the difficult beauty of the Jamaican
landscape with remarkable lyric precision. Here, the poet holds hisworld in full focus but at an astonishing
angle: from the violence of the seventeenth-century English Civil War as refracted through a mythic sea
wanderer, right down to the dark interior of love.

These poems arrange the contemporary continuum of home and abroad into a wonderment of cracked
narrative sequences and tumultuous personae. With ears tuned to the vernacular, the collection vividly binds
us to what isterrifying about happiness, loss, and the lure of the sea. House of Lords and Commons testifies
to the particular courage it takes to wade unsettled, uncertain, and unfettered in the wake of our shared
human experience.
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Editorial Review
Review
WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICSCIRCLE AWARD IN POETRY

New York Times 100 Notable Books of 2016

Library Journal 5 Best Poetry books of 2016

"Hutchinson’ s lines listen to themselves, finding the next phrase, and then the next, implicit in what's
aready been written down. His sound effects are exquisite: the clusters of consonants. . . and the vowels so
open you could fall into them, the magisterial cresting syntax, the brilliant coupling of unlike words. . . [A]
very promising book." ?Dan Chiasson, New Yorker

“What nerve and music his poems possess, how beautifully they chart the poet’ s search. House of Lords and
Commons begins the mythology of agreat voice.” ?John Freeman

“To call Ishion Hutchinson abrilliant Caribbean poet isjust as silly as pigeon-holing Eavan Boland an ‘Irish
poet’ or Adonis a‘poet from Syria.’ Thisissimply because Hutchinson comes to us from the country called
music, he stuns the reader with the sheer symphony of his sentences.

| love hisrage against politics (‘ casting / beatitudes at the castor-oiled pimps/ in Parliament; Pray for them,
joyfully, / their amazing death!”) and the lyrics of childhood intimacies, of tenderness, fatherhood. To
capture one of these tonalities would aready have been awonderful gift. But the fact of their abundant,
generous, chora presence on these pages, tells us that we are in Hutchinson major talent. He is without a
doubt one of the most gifted poets of my generation.” ?llya Kaminsky

“Writing about the colonial legacy of violence on the paradisaical landscape of rural Jamaica, Ishion
Hutchinson is a poet of great imaginative intensity. His sponsors are Hart Crane, George Seferis, and Derek
Walcott, who, like him, are luxurious and stern at once. In these poems, hammered language has a jazzy,
classical, rough, painterly beauty.” ?Henri Cole

“A tensile strength runs through the vibrant abundance of 1shion Hutchinson’s work?t is the pure line of
poetry, shaped by his sun-lit vision and music. Lords and Commons has been wrested from suffering and
cruelty, irony and violence. And, in the end, it isan act of forgiveness.” ?Susan Stewart

About the Author

I shion Hutchinson was born in Port Antonio, Jamaica. His poetry collection Far District (2010) won the
PEN/Joyce Osterweil Award, and House of Lords and Commons (2016) won the National Book Critics
Circle Award in Poetry. Other honors include a Whiting Writers' Award, the Glenna Luschel Award from
Prairie Schooner journal, and the Academy of American Poets' Larry Levis Prize. Heis an assistant
professor of English at Cornell University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Dale Hollander:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and natice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a
whileisreading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of House of Lords and
Commons: Poems book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than
just abook.

LeeErbe:

Here thing why that House of Lords and Commons. Poems are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all reading abook is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. House of Lords and Commons: Poems giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with House of Lords and Commons: Poems. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of House of Lords and Commons. Poems in e-book can be your option.

Virginia Higgins:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and House of Lords and Commons:
Poems or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes House of Lords and Commons: Poems to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book
like here.

Katie Harper:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book House of Lords and Commons:
Poems to make your own reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation
about book and looking at especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go
through it. Beside that the e-book House of Lords and Commons. Poems can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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