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A substitute teacher brings a hamster named Humphrey to school. Told from the
hamster's perspective, Humphrey explains what you can learn about yourself by
taking care of another species.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 2-4-A likable hamster narrates this novel for newly independent readers. A warmhearted substitute
teacher brings Humphrey to Room 26, explaining, "You can learn a lot about yourself by taking care of
another species." Unfortunately, when Mrs. Brisbane returns to school, she is less than enthusiastic about
taking on a class pet, and is unaware of the impact that the hamster has on the students, as well as on the
families with whom he spends his weekends. Humphrey manages to bring out hidden courage and kindness
in those he visits. He helps the members of one family turn off the TV and rediscover the pleasure of one
another's company; he encourages a shy girl to speak up; and he even helps the principal gain control over
his own less-than-obedient offspring. Humphrey's unique opportunity to observe the students, both at school
and at home, develops into a compelling picture of Room 26. The hamster's experiences at Mrs. Brisbane's
house round out that portrait. Birney succeeds in developing the animal's character without the narrative
becoming too cute or contrived. Humphrey's views underscore the importance of knowing the full story
before making judgments, and his presence makes a positive difference in the lives of the people he meets.
All in all, a winning book that will appeal to children who like tales about animals, school life, and
friendship.-Pat Leach, Lincoln City Libraries, NE
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 2-5. Humphrey the hamster enjoys being Room 26's classroom pet. He adores Ms. Mac, and every day
brings new learning and experiences. Then Ms. Mac unexpectedly leaves; worse, returning teacher Mrs.
Brisbane despises small furry creatures--leaving Humphrey both brokenhearted and worried about his future.
Going home on weekends with school staff members and students helps, revealing diverse, often surprising
stories and situations that allow both Humphrey and his human caretakers to learn from one another.
Humphrey, a delightful, irresistible character, is big hearted, observant, and creative, and his experiences,
whether escaping a nosy dog or helping an immigrant family speak English, range from comedic to touching.
His lively, first-person narrative, filled with witty commentary on human and hamster behavior, makes for an
engaging, entertaining read that illustrates "you can learn a lot about yourself by getting to know another
species." A wonderful addition to the animal-fiction collection, this story should have wide appeal. Shelle
Rosenfeld
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"A likable hamster narrates this novel for newly independent readers….Birney succeeds in developing the
animal’s character without the narrative becoming too cute or contrived. Humphrey's views underscore the
importance of knowing the full story before making judgments, and his presence makes a positive difference
in the lives of the people he meets. All in all, a winning book that will appeal to children who like tales about
animals, school life, and friendship."—School Library Journal

"The story deftly avoids triteness while still feeling breezy and acknowledging deeply felt troubles, such as
Mrs. Brisbane's husband’s depression. The pet-care tips punctuating each chapter would benefit any
youngster thinking about getting a hamster, but for everyone else, this read is simply
good-good-good."—Kirkus Reviews

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Campanelli:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Library Book: The World According to Humphrey
(Rise and Shine) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Library Book: The World According to Humphrey
(Rise and Shine) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Library Book: The World According to Humphrey (Rise and Shine). You
never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Bradford Padgett:

This Library Book: The World According to Humphrey (Rise and Shine) are usually reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Library Book: The World According to
Humphrey (Rise and Shine) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this Library Book: The World According to Humphrey (Rise and Shine)
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Justin Tran:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time
to be read. Library Book: The World According to Humphrey (Rise and Shine) can be your answer because
it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Marsha Gleason:

This Library Book: The World According to Humphrey (Rise and Shine) is fresh way for you who has
attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Library Book: The World According to Humphrey (Rise and Shine) can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in
the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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