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Walter LaFeber's timely analysis looks at the ways that triumphant
capitalism, coupled with high-tech telecommunications, is conquering the
nations of the world, one mind?one pair of feet?at a time.

With Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism, Walter LaFeber has
written a biography, a social history, and a far-ranging economic critique. From
basketball prodigy to international phenomenon to seductive commercial ideal,
Michael Jordan is the supreme example of how American corporations have used
technology in a brave, massively wired new world to sell their products in every
corner of the globe. LaFeber's examination of Nike and its particular dominion
over the global marketplace is often scathing, while his fascinating mini-
biography of Michael Jordan and the commercial history of basketball reveal
much about American society. For this new paperback edition, LaFeber has
added a chapter on globalization in a changed world, after mass protests and
since September 11. "Bold, riveting....Brilliantly illuminates how hyper-US
capitalism has spread its financial wings around the globe."?Douglas Brinkley
"LaFeber brings an impressive intellect to bear on his subject."?Barbara Rudolph,
Chicago Tribune
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Not everyone embraces the "American Way." But as historian Walter LaFeber demonstrates in this highly
original look at the effects of global capitalism, not everyone has a choice. Using powerful communications
satellites in the 1980s and, later, unbridled capital, transnational corporations such as McDonald's and Nike
and their media-mogul counterparts have infiltrated cultures from Paris to Beijing, understanding perfectly
that what the world sees the world buys (in this case, Big Macs and anything plastered with a Nike swoosh).
Of course, it helps when hoops legend Michael Jordan--the world's most idolized athlete--is pitching your
products. His influence is pervasive: "McDonald's, blaring Michael Jordan's endorsement, operated in 103
nations and fed one percent of the world's population each day. 'Within the East Asian urban environment,'
one historian of the firm notes, 'McDonald's fills a niche once occupied by the teahouse, the neighborhood
shop, the street-side stall, and the park bench.'"

LaFeber transitions smoothly from Michael Jordan biography to socioeconomic commentary, first exploring
Jordan as the great American hero, then turning a critical eye on Nike and its shoddy overseas labor
practices. Jordan can certainly sell shoes, but at what cost? In the final chapter heading, LaFeber asks
whether Michael Jordan is the "Greatest Endorser of the Twentieth Century" or "An Insidious Form of
Imperialism." He presents evidence of both, but ultimately The New Global Capitalism becomes less about
Jordan's marketing prowess than America's influence over the world's consumer habits, and, subsequently,
the havoc that power can wreak. LaFeber's short (164 pages), lucid study gives readers a fresh perspective on
the battle between capital and culture. Recommended. --Rob McDonald

From Publishers Weekly
What could be more awe inspiring than the image of Michael JordanAshaved head shining, tongue waggling,
basketball cockedAhanging in the air as he glides in to dunk? Try global communication technology that
allows kids in the Canary Islands to watch NBA games in real time and use the Internet to order Nike shoes
so they can be like Mike. In assessing the recently retired star's ascent from basketball phenom to
international marketing phenomenon, LaFeber (The Clash, etc.) views Jordan as the harbinger of a new kind
of capitalism fueled by information-age media. It's a world in which American transnational companies like
Nike have learned to establish brand consciousness with worldwide social and economic impact. Jordan's
career corresponded with and was fueled by the emergence of CNN, the Internet and aggressive worldwide
marketing. To put Jordan in context, LaFeber links the history of basketball with America's century of
economic dominance and writes entertainingly about the development of the sport into a multi-billion-dollar
business with licensing spinoffs. He also asks tough questions about Jordan's responsibility as a public figure
("politically neutered," in Arthur Ashe's phrase) and his muted, awkward reaction to Nike's much criticized
labor practices in developing countries. Readers who thought that some necessary cultural criticism was
missing from David Halberstam's Playing for Keeps (Forecasts, Jan. 18) will find that LaFeber, a Cornell
historian, has written the chapter Halberstam neglected and has expanded it into a thought-provoking
reflection on the relationship between Jordan and globalization. (Aug.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This marvelously original cultural history by eminent historian LaFeber (history, Cornell; The Clash: A
History of U.S.-Japan Relations) uses the development and growth of basketball to examine a broad range of
issues, including globalization and the changing role of transnational corporations; the impact of Michael



Jordan as a global media star and the American dominance of global media; the nature of U.S. power in the
post-Cold War era; and the probable consequences of American cultural imperialism at home and abroad.
Along the way, he eloquently describes both the North Carolina legacy of Michael Jordan and the impact of
David Stearn as National Basketball Association commissioner, examining how their links to transnational
entities such as Nike have blown apart governmental regulations and traversed geographical boundaries on
the feet of millions. A tightly written treatise on what is wrong in the world today that should find avid
readers in both public and academic libraries.
-ANorman B. Hutcherson, Beale Memorial Lib., Bakersfield, CA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

The book Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism (New Edition) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book
Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism (New Edition)? A number of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism (New Edition) has simple shape but
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read
a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Debra Rubino:

Here thing why this Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism (New Edition) are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism (New
Edition) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no guide that similar with Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism (New Edition). It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Michael Jordan
and the New Global Capitalism (New Edition) in e-book can be your choice.

Concepcion Bass:

Typically the book Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism (New Edition) will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Michael Jordan and the New Global
Capitalism (New Edition) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.



Randall Wilmes:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism (New Edition) can be your answer as it can
be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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