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"You've been cheated," Earl Shorris tells a classroom of poor people in New
York City.

"Rich people learn the humanities; you didn't. . . . It is generally accepted in
America that the liberal arts and humanities in particular belong to the elite. I
think you're the elite." In this groundbreaking work, Shorris examines the nature
of poverty in America today. Why are people poor, and why do they stay poor?
Shorris argues that they lack politics, or the ability to participate fully in the
public world; knowing only the immediacy and oppression of force, the poor
remain trapped and isolated. To test his theory, Shorris creates an experimental
school teaching the humanities to poor people, giving them the means to reflect
and negotiate rather than react. The results are nothing short of astonishing.
Originally published in hardcover under the title New American Blues.
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Editorial Review

Review
Provocative. . . . Provides extraordinary glimpses into the workings of poverty and democracy. . . . The ideas
[in this book] clearly merit serious debate. -- BookPage

About the Author
Earl Shorris (1936–2012) was the author of many works of both fiction and non-fiction including Latinos,
Under the Fifth Sun, In the Language of Kings, and Riches for the Poor. He was awarded a National
Humanities Medal by President Clinton for his founding of the Clemente Course in the Humanities®, Inc.

From The Washington Post
How refreshing it is to see a well-regarded New York intellectual like Shorris teaching poor people--the
allegedly uneducable. . . . That Shorris took his passion for teaching to those who probably otherwise
wouldn't [make it] is reason enough to honor his life and debate his theories.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Silverstein:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Riches for the Poor: The Clemente Course
in the Humanities will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Steven Simon:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Riches for the Poor: The
Clemente Course in the Humanities. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Silvia Doucet:

The book Riches for the Poor: The Clemente Course in the Humanities will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Riches for the Poor: The Clemente Course in



the Humanities is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sheila Messina:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
Riches for the Poor: The Clemente Course in the Humanities.
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