
Searching for Bobby Fischer: The Father of a
Prodigy Observes the World of Chess

By Fred Waitzkin

Searching for Bobby Fischer: The Father of a Prodigy Observes the World
of Chess By Fred Waitzkin

The compelling sage of three years in the life of a real American chess prodigy –
now a Major Motion Picture!

Searching for Bobby Fischer is the story of Fred Waitzkin and his son, from the
moment six-year-old Josh first sits down at a chessboard until he competes for
the national championship. Drawn into the insular, international network of
chess, they must also navigate the difficult waters of their own relationship. All
the while, Waitzskin searches for the elusive Bobby Fischer, whose myth still
dominates the chess world and profoundly affects Waitzkin’s dreams for his son.

“The quest is beautifully resolved… in a contest that knits together all the book’s
rich themes.” – Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, The New York Times
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Searching for Bobby Fischer is the story of Fred Waitzkin and his son Josh, from the moment six-year-old
Josh first sits down at a chessboard until he competes for the national championship. Drawn into the insular,
international network of chess, they must also navigate the difficult waters of their own relationship. All the
while, Waitzkin wonders about and searches for the elusive Bobby Fischer, whose myth still dominates the
chess world and profoundly affects Waitzkin's dreams for his son.

From Publishers Weekly
Ever since he started playing tournament chess at age seven, Josh Waitzkin, an athletic, fun-loving, not
overly studious boy, has been among the top-rated players of his age group in the U.S. He is now 11. The
troubled relationship between son and father, a talented but amateur chess buff, torn between ambitions for
the prodigy and guilt at exploiting him, develops here against a background of chess clubs, seedy game
parlors and Washington Square populated by a colorful gallery of Manhattan chess loversmasters, hustlers,
Russian emigre teachers and doting parents. In marked contrast, notes the author, is the hero status of chess
champions in Russia and the palatial setting of competitions like the Moscow Hall of Columns where he and
his son attended the 1984 Karpov-Kasparov matches, which may have been not only state-supported but
politically controlled, he contends. What, the author wonders, will become of Fischer's legacy of a promising
generation of young American players following their idol's premature retirement from chess and society?
First serial to the New York Times Magazine and Sports Illustrated; author tour.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
As the father of chess prodigy Josh, Waitzkin reveals here the psychological and emotional roller coaster
experienced by every parent whose child rides through this world's certainty and doubt, its failures and
successes in rapid succession. Waitzkin reveals the American chess scene from speed chess hustlers to
formal tournaments, describes a visit to the USSRdiscussing the importance of chess there both for the game
and for political endsand discusses the endless worldwide fascination with Bobby Fischer, the chess player
and the person. Expect this book to be popular. Harold D. Shane, Baruch Coll. of CUNY
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adriana Phillips:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Searching for Bobby Fischer: The Father of a Prodigy
Observes the World of Chess.



Nellie Nelson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Searching for Bobby
Fischer: The Father of a Prodigy Observes the World of Chess? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Patrick Bodin:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one together with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Searching for Bobby Fischer: The Father of a
Prodigy Observes the World of Chess is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Carmen Vasquez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is Searching for Bobby Fischer: The Father of a Prodigy Observes the
World of Chess.
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