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Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1979, The Dred Scott Case is a masterful
examination of the most famous example of judicial failure--the case referred to
as "the most frequently overturned decision in history." On March 6, 1857, Chief
Justice Roger B. Taney delivered the Supreme Court's decision against Dred
Scott, a slave who maintained he had been emancipated as a result of having
lived with his master in the free state of Illinois and in federal territory where
slavery was forbidden by the Missouri Compromise. The decision did much more
than resolve the fate of an elderly black man and his family: Dred Scott v.
Sanford was the first instance in which the Supreme Court invalidated a major
piece of federal legislation. The decision declared that Congress had no power to
prohibit slavery in the federal territories, thereby striking a severe blow at the
legitimacy of the emerging Republican party and intensifying the sectional
conflict over slavery. This book represents a skillful review of the issues before
America on the eve of the Civil War. The first third of the book deals directly
with the with the case itself and the Court's decision, while the remainder puts the
legal and judicial question of slavery into the broadest possible American
context. Fehrenbacher discusses the legal bases of slavery, the debate over the
Constitution, and the dispute over slavery and continental expansion. He also
considers the immediate and long-range consequences of the decision.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Probably the most thorough study of any Supreme Court decision ever undertaken."--C. Vann Woodward,
The New York Review of Books

"A masterful reexamination of some of the most complex and enduring American constitutional problems...I
know of no other book on the slavery controversy that contributes so much to the specialist's knowledge yet
is so readily accessible to the general reader."--David Herbert Donald, Chronicle of Higher Education

"Fehrenbacher's book is the best history of a landmark constitutional case ever written, but it is far more: it is
a probing and lucid study of slavery in American political and legal history....A masterpiece of the historian's
art." --Richard B. Bernstein, Harvard Law Record

About the Author

The late Don E. Fehrenbacher was William Robertson Coe Professor of History and American Studies at
Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roger Dupre:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Dred Scott Case: Its
Significance in American Law and Politics is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

William Medellin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can



read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

Johnathan Fuller:

This The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics is great reserve for you because the
content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in
ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Emma Berkey:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics this reserve
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suited all of you.
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