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Nonfiction_the 'fourth genre' (along with poetry, fiction, and drama)_is a literary
field affecting bestseller lists, writing programs, writers' workshops, and
conferences on the study of creative writing, composition/rhetoric, and literature.
It is often labeled and/or limited as 'creative' or 'literary' nonfiction and
subdivided into essay, memoir, literary journalism, personal cultural criticism,
and narratives of nature and travel. A vital and growing form, nonfiction has,
until now, needed a sustained discussion about its poetics_both the theory and the
craft of this genre. The Nonfictionist's Guide offers a lively exploration of the
elements of contemporary nonfiction and suggests imaginative approaches to
writing it. Each chapter on a vital aspect of contemporary nonfiction concludes
with a separate section of relevant 'notes for nonfictionists.' Beginning with a
new definition of nonfiction and explanation of the nonfiction motive, Robert
Root discusses the use of experimental forms, the effects of present and past
tense and experiential and reflective voices, and the issue of truth. He provides
groundbreaking explorations of the segmented essay and the role of spaces as an
essential literary device, guiding both readers and writers through the innovative
and stimulating ways we write nonfiction now.
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the elements of contemporary nonfiction and suggests imaginative approaches to writing it. Each chapter on
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Editorial Review

Review
This up-to-the-minute, extraordinarily well-informed, and highly suggestive book cannot help but be
valuable to writers and teachers of the genre. Robert Root has read widely and pondered deeply the patterns
and perplexities that underlie the practice of literary nonfiction. A marvelously commonsensical addition to
the literature. (Lopate, Phillip)

Root's is a welcome calm, clear voice in the often-confusing discussions surrounding what some refer to as
the 'fourth genre,' i.e., literary nonfiction. Offering a 'poetics' of nonfiction, [he] provides an incisive
exploration of the myriad terms for the genre and lively discussions of the range and depth of experimental
forms within it and of research, truth, the segmented essay, and the role of 'white space.' (Choice)

[A]n invaluable tool for the classroom and any writer in the field. (Kristen Iversen)

The Nonfictionist's Guide is essential reading for all writers and teachers of creative nonfiction. In clear and
elegant prose, Robert Root explores the deepest questions about the genre and demonstrates how to shape
nonfiction texts that aspire to the condition of art. (Rebecca McClanahan)

Root's is a welcome calm, clear voice in the often-confusing discussions surrounding what some refer to as
the 'fourth genre,' i.e., literary nonfiction. Offering a 'poetics' of nonfiction, [he] provides an incisive
exploration of the myriad terms for thegenre and lively discussions of the range and depth of experimental
forms within it and of research, truth, the segmented essay, and the role of 'white space.'''' (Choice)

About the Author
Robert Root is a writer, editor, and teacher. A professor emeritus of English at Central Michigan University,
he has spoken on creative nonfiction and the teaching of writing at national and international conferences
and been a guest writer in nonfiction and creative writing programs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Hood:

This book untitled The Nonfictionist's Guide: On Reading and Writing Creative Nonfiction to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it via
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve
from your list.

Deborah Knight:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,



or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Nonfictionist's Guide: On Reading and Writing Creative
Nonfiction can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Filiberto Dacosta:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. The Nonfictionist's Guide: On Reading and Writing Creative Nonfiction can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Rick Beard:

Beside that The Nonfictionist's Guide: On Reading and Writing Creative Nonfiction in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Nonfictionist's Guide: On Reading and Writing Creative Nonfiction
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book along with read it from today!
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