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From risqué cabaret performances to engrossing after-hours shop talk, Trade of
the Tricks offers an unprecedented look inside the secretive subculture of modern
magicians. Entering the flourishing Paris magic scene as an apprentice, Graham
M. Jones gives afirsthand account of how magicians learn to perform their
astonishing deceptions. He follows the day-to-day lives of some of France’s most
renowned performers, revealing not only how secrets are created and shared, but
also how they are stolen and destroyed. In a book brimming with humor and
surprise, Jones shows how today’ s magicians marshal creativity and passionin
striving to elevate their amazing skill into high art. The book’ slively cast of
charactersincludes female and queer performers whose work is changing the
face of ahistorically masculine genre.
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From risqué cabaret performances to engrossing after-hours shop talk, Trade of the Tricks offers an
unprecedented look inside the secretive subculture of modern magicians. Entering the flourishing Paris
magic scene as an apprentice, Graham M. Jones gives afirsthand account of how magicians learn to perform
their astonishing deceptions. He follows the day-to-day lives of some of France's most renowned performers,
revealing not only how secrets are created and shared, but also how they are stolen and destroyed. In a book
brimming with humor and surprise, Jones shows how today’ s magicians marshal creativity and passionin
striving to elevate their amazing skill into high art. The book’ s lively cast of charactersincludes female and
gueer performers whose work is changing the face of a historically masculine genre.
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Editorial Review
Review

“This book is a celebration and arevelation. Highly recommended.”
(Genii Magazine 2011-12-20)

“By following some of the world's leading magicians and fully participating in the scene as a kind of
sorcerer's apprentice, [Jones| shines a light on [the] community.”
(The Independent 2011-10-20)

“Readable, scholarly . . . and personal. . . . A fascinating account of an anthropologist visiting another
world.”
(Peter M. Nardi Los Angeles Review Of Books 2012-10-14)

“Look beyond the birthday parties and 10-gallon top hats and magicians have along history going for them.”
(Maxim 2011-09-20)

“Studded with humor, insights, revelations about deceptions being created and destroyed.”
(Magicana 2011-10-05)

“Fascinatingly lays bare the craft, mores, sociology, anthropology and tendencies of magic. . . . It'salso quite
funny.”
(Brian Reffin Smith, U.K. Leonardo Reviews 2012-10-31)

“Fascinating. . . . [Jones' s] writing is lively and engaging; Trade of the tricks will fascinate specialist and
non-specialist readers alike.”
(Matthew Solomon, University of Michigan Journal Royal Anthro Inst (Jrai) 2012-11-12)

"Thereisalot to appreciate in this book. . . . The shrewd magician will read it."
(Genii Magazine 2012-01-25)

"Compelling and original. . . . A learned and witty excursion through the rituals of an ancient craft with a
fascinating history."
(Susan Terrio American Anthropologist 2013-06-01)

From the Inside Flap

“ Anthropology has always traded on a cachet of romance and exoticism in attracting students, but even
|—grizzled veteran that | am—found myself thinking ‘ how very cool to be hanging out with magiciansin
Parigl’. Thereis certainly nothing like this book in the anthropological literature. It is fascinating and
thoroughly enjoyable.” —Richard Bauman, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Indiana University,
Bloomington

“A witty, learned, engaging trip through the world of French magic, Trade of the Tricks builds intriguing
ideas on the deep knowledge that comes from prolonged, intensive observation.” —Howard Becker, author
of Art Worlds and Outsiders



About the Author

Graham M. Jonesis Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Algjandro Koenig:

This Trade of the Tricks: Inside the Magician's Craft book is not ordinary book, you have it then theworld is
in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get.
This Trade of the Tricks: Inside the Magician's Craft without we recognize teach the one who reading
through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Trade of the Tricks: Inside the
Magician's Craft can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Trade of the Tricks: Inside the Magician's
Craft having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Keven Peterson:

The fedling that you get from Trade of the Tricks: Inside the Magician's Craft is the more deep you digging
the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Trade of the Tricks: Inside the Magician's Craft giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this kind of Trade of the Tricks: Inside the Magician's Craft
instantly.

Verna Riddle:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Trade of the Tricks: Inside the Magician's Craft was filled with regardsto
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy
to read areserve. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Jerry Montgomery:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching



for the Trade of the Tricks: Inside the Magician's Craft when you desired it?
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