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Widely praised for its comprehensive coverage and exceptionally clear writing
style, this best-selling book explores how the anatomy, physiology, ecology, and
behavior of animals interact to produce organisms that function effectively in
their environments and how lineages of organisms change through evolutionary
time.  The Eighth Edition  features dozens of new figures and photos, updated
information from molecular data and evolutionary development, and expanded
discussions on global climate change, extinction, and conservation.  The
Diversity, Classification, and Evolution of Vertebrates, Vertebrate Relationships
and Basic Structure, Early Vertebrates: Jawless Vertebrates and the Origin of
Jawed Vertebrates, Living in Water, Radiation of the Chondrichthyes,
Dominating Life in Water: The Major Radiation of Fishes, Geography and
Ecology of the Paleozoic, Living on Land, Origin and Radiation of Tetrapods,
Salamanders, Anurans, and Caecilians, Synapsids and Sauropods: Two
Approaches to Terrestrial Life, Turtles, The Lepidosaurs: Tuatara, Lizards, and
Snakes, Ectothermy: A Low-Cost Approach to Life, Geography and Ecology of
the Mesozoic, Mesozoic Diapsids: Dinosaurs, Crocodilians, and Birds, Avian
Specializations, The Synapsida the the Evolution of Mammals, Geography and
Ecology of the Cenozoic, Mammalian Characteristics and Diversity, Mammalian
Specializations, Endothermy: A High-Energy Approach to Life, Body Size,
Ecology, and Sociality of Mammals, Primate Evolution and the Emergence of
Humans, The Impact of Humans on Other Species of Vertebrates.   Intended for
those interested in learning the basics of vertebrate life.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
This best-selling text has been widely praised for its comprehensive coverage and clear writing style.
Vertebrate Life is the only textbook that integrates the ecology, behavior, morphology and physiology of
vertebrates in a phylogenetic context. It focuses on how animals work and the consequences--in ecological
and evolutionary time-- of working one way versus another. The Fourth Edition has been thoroughly revised
and updated to reflect changes in the discipline.

From the Back Cover
Key Benefit: Vertebrate Life is the only book that integrates the ecology, behavior, morphology and
physiology of vertebrates in a phylogenetic context. Key Topics: It focuses on how animals work and the
consequences —in ecological and evolutionary time— of working one way versus another.

About the Author

 
F. Harvey Pough began his biological career at the age of fourteen when he and his sister studied the growth
and movements of a population of eastern painted turtles in Rhode Island. His research now focuses on
organismal biology, blending physiology, morphology, behavior, and ecology in an evolutionary perspective.
Undergraduate students regularly participate in his research, and are coauthors of many of his publications.
He especially enjoys teaching undergraduates and has taught courses in vertebrate zoology, functional
ecology, herpetology, environmental physiology, and the organismal biology of humans. Currently he is
teaching a year-long introductory biology course. He has published more than a hundred papers reporting the
results of field and laboratory studies of turtles, snakes, lizards, frogs, and tuatara that have taken him to
Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, and the Caribbean as well as most parts of the
United States. He is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and a Past-
President of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists.
 
Christine M. Janis is a Professor of Biology at Brown University where she teaches comparative anatomy
and vertebrate evolution. A British citizen, she obtained her bachelor’s degree at Cambridge University and
then crossed the pond to get her Ph.D. at Harvard University. She is a vertebrate paleontologist with a
particular interest in mammalian evolution and faunal responses to climatic change. She first became
interested in vertebrate evolution after seeing the movie Fantasia at the impressionable age of seven. That
critical year was also the year that she began riding lessons, and she has owned at least one horse since the
age of 12. Many years later she is now an expert on ungulate (hoofed mammal) evolution, and is currently
the president of the Society for the Study of Mammalian Evolution. She attributes her life history to the fact
that she has failed to outgrow either the dinosaur phase or the horse phase.
 
John B. Heiser was born and raised in Indiana and completed his undergraduate degree in biology at Purdue
University. He earned his Ph.D. in ichthyology from Cornell University for studies of the behavior, evolution
and ecology of coral reef fishes, research which he continues today with molecular colleagues. For fifteen
years he was Director of the Shoals Marine Laboratory operated by Cornell University and the University of
New Hampshire on the Isles of Shoals in the Gulf of Maine. While at the Isles of Shoals his research
interests focused on opposite ends of the vertebrate spectrum–hagfish and baleen whales. J.B. enjoys
teaching vertebrate morphology, evolution, and ecology both in the campus classroom and in the field and is



recipient of the Clark Distinguished Teaching Award from Cornell University. His hobbies are natural
history, travel and nature photography, and videography, especially underwater using scuba. He has pursued
his natural history interests on every continent and all the world’s major ocean regions. Because of his
experience he is a popular ecotourism leader, having led Cornell Adult University groups to the Caribbean,
Sea of Cortez, French Polynesia, Central America, the Amazon, Borneo, Antarctica, and Spitsbergen in the
High Arctic.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Ross:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this Vertebrate Life (8th Edition) to read.

Joyce Cannon:

Here thing why this kind of Vertebrate Life (8th Edition) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. Vertebrate Life (8th Edition) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Vertebrate Life (8th Edition). It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Vertebrate Life (8th Edition) in e-book can be your alternate.

Phyllis Wilder:

This Vertebrate Life (8th Edition) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
data accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Vertebrate Life (8th Edition) in
your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Jose Brown:

The book untitled Vertebrate Life (8th Edition) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains



the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.
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