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Zombie is a classic novel of dark obsession from the extraordinary Joyce Carol
Oates. A brilliant, unflinching journey into the mind of a serial killer, Zombie
views the world through the eyes of Quentin P., newly paroled sex offender, as
he chillingly evolves from rapist to mass murderer. Joyce Carol Oates—the
prolific author of so many extraordinary bestsellers, including The Gravediggers
Daughter, Blonde, and The Falls—demonstrates why she ranks among
America’s most respected and accomplished literary artists with this provocative,
breathtaking, and disturbing masterwork.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A hero who gets into the mind of a serial killer is a fixture of television crime shows, but such stories are
usually disappointing, because the viewer knows it's just a gimmick. Not so with this unusual little novel,
which The New York Times called a "note-perfect, horror-comic ventriloquization of a half-bright, infantile
serial killer." Joyce Carol Oates has so convincingly written through the voice of a killer, you will feel
nervous while reading at how familiar, how human, he is. Part of how she achieves the effect is through
sparing use of bizarre capitalization (e.g., "MOON" and "FRAGMENT") and crude drawings done with a
felt-tip pen. But the language is what makes it come alive, as in such weird statements as "My whole body is
a numb tongue." This book was winner of the 1996 Bram Stoker Award for Best Novel.

From Publishers Weekly
Periodically, Oates seems compelled to write grim novels that explore humanity's darkest corners. Coming
on the heels of last year's excellent What I Lived For, this depressing narrative carries macabre imagination
to the extreme. It depicts the career of Quentin P., a convicted young sex offender on probation who has
turned to serial killing without being caught, despite the worried scrutiny of his family and of his
psychiatrist. Convincingly presented as Quentin's diary of his pursuit of the perfect "zombie" (a handsome
young man to be rendered compliant and devoted through Quentin's lobotomizing him with an ice pick), the
narrative incorporates crude drawings and typographic play to evoke the hermetic imagination of a
psychopath; the reader examines the killer's sketches of weapons and staring eyes, and hears him say, "I lost
it & screamed at him & shook him BUT I DID NOT HURT HIM I SWEAR." For all its apparent
authenticity, however, this novel ventures into territory that has been explored more powerfully by, among
others, Dennis Cooper (Frisk), whose chilly minimalism underscores the brutality of such crimes in a way
that Oates's more calculatedly histrionic approach does not. This slim, sadistic reverie may be chilling, but it
comes off as less a fully realized work than as an exercise from a writer at morbid play.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Quentin P. is 31 years old, single, and the son of a well-respected college professor. He has his own
apartment in the university town where he lives and attends classes at a local technical college. He is also a
convicted sex offender (now out on parole) and a serial killer. In Oates's riveting new novel the reader is
cunningly drawn inside Quentin's mind as he carefully plans and carries out a gruesome murder. With a
deceptively simple prose style, Oates forces us to feel the calculating rationality behind Quentin's madness.
What gives this novel its awesome power is Oates's ability to convice us that Quentin might be anyone: a
casual acquaintance, a friend, or a brother. Compulsively readable and impossible to forget, this should both
win the prolific Oates new fans and satisfy her longtime readers. Highly recommended for public libraries of
all sizes.
-?Nancy Pearl, Washington Ctr. for the Book, Seattle
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



David Boggs:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Zombie: A Novel is kind of publication which is giving
the reader unpredictable experience.

Ruth Frye:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Zombie: A Novel can give you a lot of friends
because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Zombie: A Novel.

Lee Wing:

You can find this Zombie: A Novel by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to
be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Mary Cruz:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Zombie: A Novel as well as others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge.
In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Zombie: A Novel to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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