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This book examines the ancient origins of debate about art as cultural property.
What happens to art in time of war? Who should own art, and what is its
appropriate context? Should the victorious ever alow the defeated to keep their
art? These questions were posed by Cicero during his prosecution of a Roman
governor of Sicily, Gaius Verres, for extortion. Cicero's published speeches had a
very long afterlife, affecting debates about collecting art in the 18th century and
reactions to the looting of art by Napoleon. The focus of the book's analysisis
theft of art in Greek Sicily, Verres' trial, Roman collectors of art, and the later
impact if Cicero's arguments. The book concludes with the British decision after
Waterloo to repatriate Napoleon's stolen art to Italy, and an epilogue on the
current threats to art looted from archaeological contexts. Margaret M. Milesis
an archaeol ogist and art historian, now Professor of Art History and Classics at
the University of California, Irvine. She has held fellowships at the American
School of Classical Studiesin Athens, the Institute for Advanced Study in
Princeton, and the American Academy in Rome. She has excavated at Corinth
and Athens, and did architectural fieldwork at Rhamnous in Greece and at
Selinunte and Agrigento in Sicily. Her earlier publications include a study of the
Temple of Nemesis at Rhamnous (Hesperia, 1989) and a volume in the Agora
excavation series on the City Eleusinion, the downtown Athenian branch of the
Eleusinian Mysteries (The Athenian Agora, Vol. 31: The City Eleusinion, 1998).
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This book examines the ancient origins of debate about art as cultural property. What happensto art in time
of war? Who should own art, and what is its appropriate context? Should the victorious ever alow the
defeated to keep their art? These questions were posed by Cicero during his prosecution of a Roman
governor of Sicily, Gaius Verres, for extortion. Cicero's published speeches had a very long afterlife,
affecting debates about collecting art in the 18th century and reactions to the looting of art by Napoleon. The
focus of the book's analysisis theft of art in Greek Sicily, Verres' trial, Roman collectors of art, and the later
impact if Cicero's arguments. The book concludes with the British decision after Waterloo to repatriate
Napoleon's stolen art to Italy, and an epilogue on the current threats to art |ooted from archaeol ogical
contexts. Margaret M. Milesis an archaeologist and art historian, now Professor of Art History and Classics
at the University of California, Irvine. She has held fellowships at the American School of Classical Studies
in Athens, the Ingtitute for Advanced Study in Princeton, and the American Academy in Rome. She has
excavated at Corinth and Athens, and did architectural fieldwork at Rhamnous in Greece and at Selinunte
and Agrigento in Sicily. Her earlier publications include a study of the Temple of Nemesis at Rhamnous
(Hesperia, 1989) and a volume in the Agora excavation series on the City Eleusinion, the downtown
Athenian branch of the Eleusinian Mysteries (The Athenian Agora, Vol. 31: The City Eleusinion, 1998).
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Editorial Review

Review

Margaret Miles deals with the sadly timely issue of art as plunder levelly and with sensitivity. Her study is
not only well researched and sound, but also avery good read and as such easily accessible not only to
scholars, but equally to undergraduates and a wider interested public. Broaching much wider issues than the
historical extortion of Verres, the reception of concepts of art as cultural property and the ways of dealing
with plundered art across the centuries are today highly pertinent and make this a very important book. --
BCMR

About the Author

Margaret M. Miles, an archaeologist and historian, is Professor of Art History and Classics at the University
of California, Irvine. She has held fellowships at the American School of Classical Studiesin Athens, the
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, and the American Academy in Rome. She has excavated at
Corinth and Athens and did architectural fieldwork at Rhamnous in Greece and at Selinunte and Agrigento in
Sicily. Her earlier publications include a study of the Temple of Nemesis at Rhamnous (Hesperia, 1989) and
avolume in the Agora excavation series on the City Eleusinion, the downtown Athenian branch of the
Eleusinian Mysteries (The Athenian Agora, Volume 31: The City Eleusinion, 1998).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marie Aultman:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Art as Plunder: The Ancient
Origins of Debate about Cultural Property will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suitable book with you?

Robert Berman:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably
unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative in spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is actually Art as Plunder: The Ancient Origins of Debate about Cultural
Property.



CharlesCollier:

The book untitled Art as Plunder: The Ancient Origins of Debate about Cultural Property contain alot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can actually read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Lori Whitten:

Some peopl e said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Art as Plunder: The Ancient Origins of Debate
about Cultural Property to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to
liketo start abook and read it. Beside that the reserve Art as Plunder: The Ancient Origins of Debate about
Cultural Property can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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