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The network of freemasons and Masonic lodges in the Middle East is an opaque
and mysterious one, and is all too often seen – within the area – as a vanguard for
Western purposes of regional domination. But here, Dorothe Sommer explains
how freemasonry in Greater Syria at the end of the nineteenth and beginning of
the twentieth century actually developed a life of its own, promoting local and
regional identities. She stresses that during the rule of the Ottoman Empire,
freemasonry was actually one of the first institutions in what is now Syria and
Lebanon which overcame religious and sectarian divisions. Indeed, the lodges
attracted more participants – such as the Trad Family, the Jurji Yanni Yaziji
Family, Hassan Bayhum, Alexander Barroudi and Khaireddeen Abdulwahab –
than any other society or fraternity.
Freemasonry in the Ottoman Empire analyses the social and cultural structures of
the Masonic network of lodges and their interconnections at a pivotal juncture in
the history of the Ottoman Empire, making it invaluable for researchers of the
history of the Middle East.
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About the Author

Dorothe Sommer teaches at The Centre for Research into Freemasonry and Fraternalism at The University of
Sheffield, UK. She holds a PhD in History from Leiden University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Yunker:

The ability that you get from Freemasonry in the Ottoman Empire: A History of the Fraternity and its
Influence in Syria and the Levant (Library of Ottoman Studies) may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but Freemasonry in the Ottoman Empire: A History of the Fraternity and its Influence in
Syria and the Levant (Library of Ottoman Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having that Freemasonry in the Ottoman Empire: A History of
the Fraternity and its Influence in Syria and the Levant (Library of Ottoman Studies) instantly.

Sandra Byrom:

The guide untitled Freemasonry in the Ottoman Empire: A History of the Fraternity and its Influence in Syria
and the Levant (Library of Ottoman Studies) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Freemasonry in the Ottoman Empire: A History of the Fraternity and its
Influence in Syria and the Levant (Library of Ottoman Studies) from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Bernice Martinez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very



important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Freemasonry in the Ottoman Empire: A
History of the Fraternity and its Influence in Syria and the Levant (Library of Ottoman Studies).

Betty Callahan:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Freemasonry in the Ottoman Empire: A History of the Fraternity and its Influence in Syria and the
Levant (Library of Ottoman Studies) when you needed it?
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