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What are the origins of human rights? This question, rarely asked before the end
of the Cold War, has in recent years become a major focus of historical and
ideological strife. In this sequence of reflective and critical studies, Samuel Moyn
engages with some of the leading interpreters of human rights, thinkers who have
been creating a field from scratch without due reflection on the local and
temporal contexts of the stories they are telling.

Having staked out his owns claims about the postwar origins of human rights
discourse in his acclaimed Last Utopia, Moyn, in this volume, takes issue with
rival conceptions—including, especially, those that underlie justifications of
humanitarian intervention
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Editorial Review

Review
“There is a struggle for the soul of the human rights movement, and it is being waged in large part through
the proxy of genealogy ... Samuel Moyn ... is the most influential of the revisionists.” —Philip Alston,
Harvard Law Review

Praise for The Last Utopia:

“With unparalleled clarity and originality, Moyn’s hard-hitting, radically revisionist, and persuasive history
of human rights provides a bracing historical reconstruction with which scholars, activists, lawyers and
anyone interested in the fate of the human rights movement today will have to grapple.” —Mark Mazower,
author of No Enchanted Palace: The End of Imperialism and the Ideological Origins of the United Nations

“A most welcome book, The Last Utopia is a clear-eyed account of the origins of ‘human rights’: the best we
have.” —Tony Judt, author of Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945

“A triumph of originality, scholarship, concision ... A genuinely thrilling account of the modern history of
human rights.” —S.N. Katz, Choice

“A major contribution to the history of twentieth-century human rights ... From now on taking rights
seriously means reading Moyn seriously.” —Bryan S. Turner, Contemporary Sociology

About the Author
Samuel Moyn is professor of law and history at Harvard University. He is the author of The Last Utopia:
Human Rights in History, and Christian Human Rights (2015), among other books, as well as editor of the
journal Humanity. He also writes regularly for Foreign Affairs and The Nation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucille Roller:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Human
Rights and the Uses of History? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have various other opinion?

James Rogers:

This Human Rights and the Uses of History usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Human Rights and the Uses of History can be among the great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information



that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Human Rights
and the Uses of History forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Roberta Granger:

The reason? Because this Human Rights and the Uses of History is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Charles Smith:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Human Rights and the Uses of History can make you sense more interested to read.
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