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In a seventeenth-century English landscape populated with towering political and
philosophical figures like Hobbes, Harrington, Cromwell, Milton, and Locke,
William Penn remains in many ways a man apart. Yet despite being widely
neglected by scholars, he was a sophisticated political thinker who contributed
mightily to the theory and practice of religious liberty in the early modern
Atlantic world. In this long-awaited intellectual biography of William Penn,
Andrew R. Murphy presents a nuanced portrait of this remarkable entrepreneur,
philosopher, Quaker, and politician.

Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration focuses on the major political episodes that
attracted William Penn's sustained attention as a political thinker and actor: the
controversy over the Second Conventicle Act, the Popish Plot and Exclusion
Crisis, the founding and settlement of Pennsylvania, and the contentious reign of
James II. Through a careful examination of writings published in the midst of the
religious and political conflicts of Restoration and Revolutionary England,
Murphy contextualizes the development of Penn's thought in England and
America, illuminating the mutual interconnections between Penn's political
thought and his colonizing venture in America.

An early advocate of representative institutions and religious freedom, William
Penn remains a singular figure in the history of liberty of conscience. His
political theorizing provides a window into the increasingly vocal, organized, and
philosophically sophisticated tolerationist movement that gained strength over
the second half of the seventeenth century. Not only did Penn attempt to
articulate principles of religious liberty as a Quaker in England, but he actually
governed an American polity and experienced firsthand the complex relationship
between political theory and political practice. Murphy's insightful analysis
shows Penn's ongoing significance to the broader study of Anglo-American
political theory and practice, ultimately pointing scholars toward a new way of
understanding the enterprise of political theory itself.
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In a seventeenth-century English landscape populated with towering political and philosophical figures like
Hobbes, Harrington, Cromwell, Milton, and Locke, William Penn remains in many ways a man apart. Yet
despite being widely neglected by scholars, he was a sophisticated political thinker who contributed mightily
to the theory and practice of religious liberty in the early modern Atlantic world. In this long-awaited
intellectual biography of William Penn, Andrew R. Murphy presents a nuanced portrait of this remarkable
entrepreneur, philosopher, Quaker, and politician.

Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration focuses on the major political episodes that attracted William Penn's
sustained attention as a political thinker and actor: the controversy over the Second Conventicle Act, the
Popish Plot and Exclusion Crisis, the founding and settlement of Pennsylvania, and the contentious reign of
James II. Through a careful examination of writings published in the midst of the religious and political
conflicts of Restoration and Revolutionary England, Murphy contextualizes the development of Penn's
thought in England and America, illuminating the mutual interconnections between Penn's political thought
and his colonizing venture in America.

An early advocate of representative institutions and religious freedom, William Penn remains a singular
figure in the history of liberty of conscience. His political theorizing provides a window into the increasingly
vocal, organized, and philosophically sophisticated tolerationist movement that gained strength over the
second half of the seventeenth century. Not only did Penn attempt to articulate principles of religious liberty
as a Quaker in England, but he actually governed an American polity and experienced firsthand the complex
relationship between political theory and political practice. Murphy's insightful analysis shows Penn's
ongoing significance to the broader study of Anglo-American political theory and practice, ultimately
pointing scholars toward a new way of understanding the enterprise of political theory itself.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Case:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Liberty, Conscience, and
Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Christopher Cunningham:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of
William Penn book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer of Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of
William Penn content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Liberty, Conscience,
and Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jack Lumpkin:

The book with title Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn includes a
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

George Foulds:

Beside this particular Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought of William Penn in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Liberty, Conscience, and Toleration: The Political Thought



of William Penn because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!
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