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The first five books of the Bible contain many of its most famous stories,
populated by vivid characters altogether human in their triumphs and failings-and
an equally complicated deity. Many works of Western art and literature appeal to
these stories, from Michelangelo's painting of Adam and Eve to a novel like
William Faulkner's Go Down, Moses. The three great Abrahamic religions
(Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) are rooted here. So is much of Western
political theory and constitutional polity, for a good half of these books contains
legislation (torah) of various kinds, as indicated by the ancient title: the book of
the Torah. Law and narrative together render the character of the ancient
covenant community known as Israel, as well as the God who rules over that
community. In this revised and expanded version of his popular book of 1988,
Mann engages literary criticism and theology in attending both to the composite
nature of the Torah (or Pentateuch) and to its final, canonical shape. Mann's
study provides a lucid introduction to the heart of the Hebrew Bible, suitable for
students and general readers, but also of interest to biblical scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review
Mann's study of the foundational texts of biblical faith has long been a reliable staple of pedagogy and
interpretation. In it he combines a well-honed capacity for critical judgment with an acute theological
sensibility, all of which is presented in an accessible format. For these reasons this new edition is a welcome
offer. In it he has . . . added materials that could not have been on the horizon in the first edition. This book
will evoke many grateful readers. --Walter Brueggemann, Columbia Theological Seminary

Praise for the first edition:

I would find this volume extremely useful in introducing my students to this basic part of the Old Testament.
I am quite excited about this project. --Patrick D. Miller, author of Stewards of the Mysteries of God

A sound piece of work. Its holistic, final-form approach reflects the major trend in biblical criticism. It is
perceptive, sensitive, thoughtful, and stimulating. --David Gunn, coauthor of Narrative in the Hebrew Bible

From the Back Cover
"A sound piece of work. Its holistic, final-form approach reflects the major trend in biblical criticism. It is
perceptive, sensitive, thoughtful, and stimulating." David Gunn, Professor of Old Testament, Columbia
Theological Seminary
"I would find this volume extremely useful in introducing my students to this basic part of the Old
Testament. I am quite excited about this project." Patrick D. Miller, Professor of Old Testament, Princeton
Theological Seminary

--backcover

About the Author
Thomas W. Mann has taught at Princeton Theological Seminary, Converse College, Salem College, and
Wake Forest University. For twenty-three years he was also the minister of Parkway United Church of Christ
in Winston Salem, North Carolina. He is the author of The Book of the Former Prophets (Cascade Books,
2011), a sequel to this book; Deuteronomy (1995); and God of Dirt: Mary Oliver and the Other Book of God
(2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Book of the Torah, Second Edition:. Try to the actual book The
Book of the Torah, Second Edition: as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Terri Hatfield:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Book of the Torah,
Second Edition: is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Jackie Ballesteros:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled The Book of the Torah, Second Edition: can be excellent book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Caleb Hutto:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was exactly added.
This guide The Book of the Torah, Second Edition: was filled about science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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