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A renowned scholar and musician presents a new and innovative exploration of
the beginnings of Western musical art. Beginning in the time of the New
Testament, when Christians began to develop an art of ritual singing with an
African and Asian background, Christopher Page traces the history of music in
Europe through the development of Gregorian chant—a music that has
profoundly influenced the way Westerners hear—to the invention of the musical
staff, regarded as the fundamental technology of Western music. Page places the
history of the singers who performed this music against the social, political and
economic life of a Western Europe slowly being remade after the collapse of
Roman power. His book will be of interest to historians, musicologists,
performing musicians, and general readers who are keen to explore the
beginnings of Western musical art.
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A renowned scholar and musician presents a new and innovative exploration of the beginnings of Western
musical art. Beginning in the time of the New Testament, when Christians began to develop an art of ritual
singing with an African and Asian background, Christopher Page traces the history of music in Europe
through the development of Gregorian chant—a music that has profoundly influenced the way Westerners
hear—to the invention of the musical staff, regarded as the fundamental technology of Western music. Page
places the history of the singers who performed this music against the social, political and economic life of a
Western Europe slowly being remade after the collapse of Roman power. His book will be of interest to
historians, musicologists, performing musicians, and general readers who are keen to explore the beginnings
of Western musical art.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Shrewd and perceptive. . . . Virtually every sentence bristles with detail and the meticulous care required to
negotiate such complex and contested territory."--Jeremy Begbie, Books and Culture
(Jeremy Begbie Books and Culture)

"[This] is a magnificent book, brimming with fresh insights and with unexpected pieces of information
drawn from little known sources and unpublished manuscripts."--Robert L. Wilken, First Things

(Robert L. Wilken First Things)

“Once or twice in a generation a book comes along that crosses disciplinary boundaries to make unexpected
connections, open up new imaginative vistas, and refocus what had seemed familiar historical landscapes.
Christopher Page’s musician’s-eye view of the evolution of Western Christendom is one of those
books.”—Eamon Duffy, The New York Review of Books (Eamon Duffy The New York Review of Books)

“Replete with creative insights and compelling new interpretations, astonishingly rich in detail and breadth
of coverage, this book is Page’s crowning accomplishment to date. Only he could have told this tale, not only
because of the knowledge and skills that he brings to it, but also, perhaps more importantly, because of the
imagination that characterizes all of his research…It will provide information and inspiration to the
disciplines of musicology, literary studies, liturgical studies, and medieval his- tory for a long time to
come."--Elizabeth Aubrey, Journal of the American Musicological Society
(Elizabeth Aubrey Journal of the American Musicological Society)

“Christopher Page has challenged the entire field to follow where he has led, and to undertake the
painstaking work of exploring with care the citations he has unearthed, thereby drawing as closely as we can
to the singers of the Christian West."--Margot Fassler, Plainsong and Medieval Music
(Margot Fassler Plainsong and Medieval Music)

About the Author

Christopher Page is Professor of Medieval Music and Literature in the University of Cambridge, Fellow of
Sidney Sussex College, and founder of the acclaimed ensemble Gothic Voices.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

This The Christian West and Its Singers: The First Thousand Years is great e-book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The



Christian West and Its Singers: The First Thousand Years in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second
right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt that?

Elvis Quinlan:

The book untitled The Christian West and Its Singers: The First Thousand Years contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Connie Medina:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Christian West and Its
Singers: The First Thousand Years can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

June Hargrove:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Christian West and Its Singers: The First Thousand
Years. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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