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Hailed by Henry James as "the finest piece of imaginative writing yet put forth in
the country," Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet L etter reaches to our

nation's historical and moral roots for the material of great tragedy. Set in an
early New England colony, the novel shows the terrible impact asingle,
passionate act has on the lives of three members of the community: the defiant
Hester Prynne; the fiery, tortured Reverend Dimmesdal e; and the obsessed,
vengeful Chillingworth.

With The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne became the first American novelist to forge

from our Puritan heritage a universal classic, amasterful exploration
of humanity's unending struggle with sin, guilt and pride.
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Editorial Review
From School Library Journal

Gr 8 Up-Actress Elizabeth McGovern reads this acceptabl e abridgement with precise, clear diction. Her
expressive voice is pleasant, effectively using breath sounds and pauses to recreate dramatic moods. Her
usually quick tempo keeps the text from being ponderous, but it can be slower when necessary. Given the
time period of the origina work, her formal tone is appropriate. Her speech changes slightly for the different
characters, but there is not much dialogue. The abridgement retains the continuity of the story. Consider
purchasing this version for special education students who can't handle the longer, original text.-Claudia
Moore, W.T. Woodson High School, Fairfax, VA

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
"[Nathaniel Hawthorne] recaptured, for his New England, the essence of Greek tragedy." --Malcolm Cowley

From the Publisher

Hailed by Henry James as "the finest piece of imaginative writing yet put forth in the country,” Nathaniel
Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter reaches to our nation's historical and moral roots for the material of great
tragedy. Set in an early New England colony, the novel shows the terrible impact a single, passionate act has
on the lives of three members of the community: the defiant Hester Prynne; the fiery, tortured Reverend
Dimmesdale; and the obsessed, vengeful Chillingworth.

With The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne became the first American novelist to forge from our Puritan heritage a
universal classic, amasterful exploration of humanity's unending struggle with sin, guilt and pride.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Moore:

This book untitled The Scarlet Letter (Bantam Classics) to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, thisis because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this
specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sellsthe e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So thereis no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Donald Labdle

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost



time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Scarlet Letter (Bantam Classics) can be excellent
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Charles Powers:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is The Scarlet Letter (Bantam Classics) this book consist alot of the information with
the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect stylesthat writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Judith Bryant:

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Scarlet Letter (Bantam Classics) can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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