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The Silk Road, a series of ancient trade routes stretching across Central Asiato
Europe, evokes exotic images of camel trains laden with bales of fine Chinese
silk, spices, and perfume, of desert oases surrounded by snow-capped mountains,
of bustling markets thronging with travellers buying and selling grapes,
coriander, Baltic amber, and Mediterranean coral. Along thisroute, silks were
sent from Chinato ancient Rome; princesses were dispatched in marriage
alliances across the deserts; bandits and thieves launched attacks throughout
history.

Covering more than 5,000 years, this book, lavishly illustrated with photographs,
manuscripts, and paintings from the collections of the British Library and other
museums worldwide, presents an overall picture of the history and cultures of the
Silk Road. It also contains many previously unpublished photographs by the
great explorers Stein, Hedin, and Mannerheim.

More than just a trade route, the Silk Road witnessed the movement of cultural
influences. Frances Wood traces the story of the civilizations and ideas that
flourished and moved along its vast geographical expanse. Indian Buddhism was
carried into China on the Silk Road, initiating along history of pilgrimages along
the lonely desert routes; Manichaeism, Nestorian Christianity, and Islam also
made their way eastwards along its route.

The nineteenth century saw anew interest in Central Asia and the Silk Road, as
Russia and Britain vied for power on the frontiers of Afghanistan. A new breed
of explorer, part archaeologist, part cartographer, part spy, was seen on the Silk
Road, while some of the ancient cities, long buried in sand-blown dunes, began
to give up their secrets. This book brings the history of the Silk Road alive--from
its beginnings to the present day, revealing arich history still in the making.
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The Silk Road, a series of ancient trade routes stretching across Central Asiato Europe, evokes exatic
images of camel trains laden with bales of fine Chinese silk, spices, and perfume, of desert oases surrounded
by snow-capped mountains, of bustling markets thronging with travellers buying and selling grapes,
coriander, Baltic amber, and Mediterranean coral. Along this route, silks were sent from Chinato ancient
Rome; princesses were dispatched in marriage alliances across the deserts; bandits and thieves launched
attacks throughout history.

Covering more than 5,000 years, this book, lavishly illustrated with photographs, manuscripts, and paintings
from the collections of the British Library and other museums worldwide, presents an overall picture of the
history and cultures of the Silk Road. It also contains many previously unpublished photographs by the great
explorers Stein, Hedin, and Mannerheim.

More than just atrade route, the Silk Road witnessed the movement of cultural influences. Frances Wood
traces the story of the civilizations and ideas that flourished and moved along its vast geographical expanse.
Indian Buddhism was carried into China on the Silk Road, initiating along history of pilgrimages along the
lonely desert routes; Manichaeism, Nestorian Christianity, and Ilam also made their way eastwards along its
route.

The nineteenth century saw a new interest in Central Asia and the Silk Road, as Russia and Britain vied for
power on the frontiers of Afghanistan. A new breed of explorer, part archaeologist, part cartographer, part
spy, was seen on the Silk Road, while some of the ancient cities, long buried in sand-blown dunes, began to
give up their secrets. This book brings the history of the Silk Road alive--from its beginnings to the present
day, revealing arich history still in the making.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A beautifully rendered tribute to the thousands of years in which these routes served as the center of trade. .
.. Thisisarich, and richly illustrated, history."--"Publishers Weekly"

About the Author

Frances Wood is Head of the Chinese section at The British Library. Her previous publications include Did
Marco Polo Go To China? (1995), No Dogs and Not Many Chinese: Treaty Port Life in China 1843-1943
(1998), Hand Grenade Practice in Peking: My Part in the Cultural Revolution (2000), and Blue Guide to
China (revised edition, 2002).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donna Jost:

This The Silk Road: Two Thousand Y earsin the Heart of Asiaare reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this The Silk Road: Two Thousand Y earsin the Heart of Asia
can be on thelist of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
you with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types.
Beside that this The Silk Road: Two Thousand Y earsin the Heart of Asiaforcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So, let'shave it and revel in reading.

Marlys Wigland:

Often the book The Silk Road: Two Thousand Y ears in the Heart of Asiawill bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. Should you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Silk Road: Two Thousand Y earsin the
Heart of Asiais much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Noah Gardner:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book



you have read is The Silk Road: Two Thousand Y earsin the Heart of Asia.

Whitney Ortez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Silk Road: Two Thousand Y earsin the
Heart of Asia or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
book, any other book likes The Silk Road: Two Thousand Y ears in the Heart of Asiato make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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